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ON THE SIGNIFICATION OF CERTAIN ANCIENT MONETARY 
TYPES. 
BY MONS. JEAN N. SVORONOS. 


(Concluded from Vol. XXIX, p. 120.) 


wXAMPLES might be multiplied to sustain the theory I have 

advanced, on the signification of the types under discussion, 

but those which | have adduced, will suffice, I believe, to 

prove that this new theory rests upon a solid and truly scien- 

tific foundation, and is not a mere fancy. I should like to 

urge in addition, how interesting this investigation would be, 

if carried into collateral matters, for I believe that we should then be able to 

give a satisfactory explanation to a large number of numismatic problems, 

which have until the present time remained a mystery. My theory will also 

give light on some numismatic questions of another nature, also very obscure, 
of which I will cite a single example. 

Every student of ancient coins is familiar with the Carthaginian pieces, 
those of the Seleucidae, of the community of the Macedonians, and of the 
Roman Republic, which were struck in the period between the middle of the 
third century and the first century B. C., which are characterized by having their 
edges indented like the teeth of asaw. These are generally known as dentelated 
pieces, or serrated coins. Scholars have long sought to explain this singular 
form, so strange and so little employed. Some have said that it was done to 
guard against the depreciation of the coins; pieces thus indented, they said, 
could not be deprived of a part of their value by clipping their edges. But 
this attempted explanation amounts to nothing, since we find that the dronze 
coins of the Seleucidae, and of the Macedonian community, which have no 
intrinsic value, are indented in this same fashion. It has also been said that 
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it was done as a means of regulating the genuineness of the metal of these 
piece but we must reject this theory also, since we have found in the series 
of serrated coins so large a number of plated pieces." The latest authorities 
he matter, Francois Lenormant? and more recently Mons. 
Babelon, who has twice given some attention to the subject,’ have declared 
that the problem cannot be explained with our present knowledge. 

But if our theory is correct, if the ancients actually confined to their 
coins the symbolic representation of stars, of constellations, and of other 
heavenly bodies, we are justified in supposing that when they indented the 
edges of their money in this way, they sought to give to the pieces them- 
selves the form of a star, in the same way as they gave an astronomic signifi- 
cance to the types we have been studying, when they surrounded the devices 
with a circle of rays, or of star-globules, as already described.* And in truth, 
these dentelated pieces remind us in a striking manner, by their form, of a 
radiant star. And we can thus understand very well also the dentelating of 
the bronze pieces, a point which other theories offered fail to explain. Finally, 


who have studied t 


an examination of the types displayed on these dentelated pieces will furnish, 
I believe, a decisive proof of the correctness of my theory. 

It was from Carthage that the custom of striking serrated coins derived 
its origin ; this we find from their gold and silver struck about the middle of the 
third century B. C.s The type constantly shown on these pieces is a horse, 


always accompanied by astronomical symbols — stars, disks or radiant circles, 
and crescents in which isa disk. The horse here certainly represents the con- 
stellation of that name. On the pieces not dentelated we find a very large 
star’ above the horse. Finally, we occasionally observe that the horse is re- 
placed by a winged Pegasus,* a proof that the device does not signify merely 


a horse generally, but the constellation of the Horse, otherwise known as 
Pegasus.’ On the reverse, these same pieces bear the head Demeter, which 
perhaps represents the constellation [ap@évos (the Virgin): “oi we... . elas 
Arjuntpa dia To Eye otayuv .. of 6 ’Atapyatw” * [ Some say that it is Demeter, 
because it has an ear of corn,.... others that it is Atargatis.] This is the 
reason why we sometimes see this head accompanied by stars and crescents. 
Next in order of time to the Carthaginian coins are the bronze pieces of 

the Seleucidae, which began to appear about the close of the reign of An- 
tiochus the Great (190 B. C.). Under Seleucus IV (187-175 B. C.), nearly 
all of the money of bronze was dentelated. Under Antiochus IV (175-164), 

t Babelon, Descript. Aistor. et chronol. des monnaies 6 Miller, oc. cit., Nos. 63, 70, 71, 85, 87, 91, and many 
de la Rép. romaine, 1. pl. liii. more. 

2 Monnaies et Médailles, p. 48. 7 Miiller, /oc. cit., No. 126. 

3 Babelon, in the work cited, and also in his Catal. 8 Ibid., No. 127. 
des monnaies des rois de Syrie, @ Arménie, et de Comma- 9 Aratus, v, 205-216.—Eratosthenes, Aataster, Equus : 
gene, p. CIxxxix. GdXo 5é row II4yaror elvai gaciw. (The horse; others 

4 See Journal, xxix, pp. 79-83. — Eps. say that it is Pegasus.) 


§ Miiller, Mumism. de lancienne Afrique, I, p. 86, 10 Eratosthenes, Xataster. Virgo. Compare Aratus, 
Nos. 70-72 v. 96-136. (Atargatis was a Syrian goddess. — Eps.) 
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dentelated pieces are rare,’ but their use was frequently revived by his suc- 

cessors. We find them again under Alexander Balas, Demetrius I] Nicator, 

and Antiochus VI Dionysius. 

to bronze coins, and we find them only between the years 190 and 142 B. C. 
We know that the coins of a very large number of cities of Syria, of 

Mesopotamia, and of other countries which were under the government of the 


The serration is, in Syria, exclusively confined 


Seleucidae, bear symbolic representations of the signs of the Zodiac, and of 


constellations. Consequently, for the reasons already given, we shall not be 


rash if we suppose that in this same territory the serrated pieces had an 


astronomic signification. And in fact the principal types of the serrated 


pieces of Syria are those which have a radiated head of the king; Apollo and 


Artemis, — the deities of the sun and moon; the elephant accompanied by a 
star —the symbol of the sun; and the prow of a vessel, adorned with or 
accompanied by a star... We must also cite as characteristic, the tetradrachms 
of the Kings of Syria, which bear a representation of Zeus, his head sur- 
mounted by a crescent, and holding a star in his right hand.‘ 

This supposition seems to be justified also by the long time in which 
serrated coins were in common use in Syria; although we know that there 
were some types that do not appear to have any astronomic signification. 
About the year 145 B. C., this custom extended into Macedonia, where how- 
ever it did not last long. In that country we find certain serrated coins of 
which the type —a head of Poseidon, — does not appear to have such a 
meaning. But we must remark that on certain coins, and especially those 
most ancient, we find Poseidon Hippios, accompanied by a large star (see 
above); and the principal types of the Macedonian coins — the Macedonian 
buckler and Artemis Tauropolos‘ evidently have an astronomic significance. 
Messrs. Babelon and Bompois have remarked that the general appearance of 
these serrated Macedonian pieces is very similar to that of the serrated coins 
of Syria, and it seems clear to these authors that we have in them a Mace- 
donian imitation of a practice originally derived from Syria.’ 
I] agree with them. 

Finally, we find serrated Roman pieces from the earliest coinage of silver, 


On this point 


between the years 268 and 200 B. C.’ 


imitation of the Carthaginian coins, and are denarii. 


1 It is curious to observe that while Antiochus IV 
discontinued the use of serrated money almost entirely, 
we find on his copper coins the radiated crown, which 
we believe was its first appearance. This, as shown on 
a later coin of Ptolemy VIII, was originally a fillet with 
serrated edge, and thus not improbably, perhaps, had 
a certain allusion to the serrated edge of the coins of 
his predecessor and some of his own issue. A similar 
crown appears on later coins of this series, — as for in- 
stance those of Antiochus VI which have the Dioscuri 
on their reverse,— while others have no crown, but 
merely a simple fillet. Others still, as mentioned later 
in the text, have both the serrated edge and the radiated 


These were at first probably struck in 
The types of these 


crown. Whether there is any actua! connection between 
these serrated edges and the crown of rays is a subject 
we have not attempted to investigate. — Eps. 

2 Babelon, Monnaies des rois de Syrie, etc., p. c1xxxviii. 

3 Babelon, in the work cited: pl. x, 5, 13; xi, 16, 20; 
xiii, 9; Xvi, 4-8; xvii, 16-22; xix, 12; xx, 10, II, 15-17. 

4 Babelon, /oc. cit., pl. xxv, 2, 3, ete. 

5 “ Tauropolos,” ¢. ¢. honored by the sacrifice of bulls. 

Eps. 

6 Babelon, as cited: Bompois, Monnaies frappées par 
la Communaute des Macédoniens, pi. iii, 1-4. 

7 Babelon, Monnaies de la Rép. romaine, i, p. 48. 
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early coins have, it is extremely probable, an astronomic value ; for instance, 
the Dioscuri, which doubtless represents the constellation A/évao. (Gemini); 
as to the device of a wheel sometimes found, we know that the philosopher 
Anaximander regarded this as an astronomic symbol ;' it was also regarded 
as an emblem of the movement of the stars about the Pole.*. The wheel sur- 
rounded by rays, which is found on the autonomous coins of Mesambria, a 
city of Thrace,’ certainly has an astronomic meaning. 

ut this first use of serrated denarii did not continue long at Rome, and 
we must come down for a period of one hundred and fifty years before we 
again meet with coins of this class; Mommsen has fixed the date of the re- 


appearance of this type as about the year 104 B. C. From that time the use 
continued until the end of the Republic, and serrated coins were struck con- 
currently with the round pieces of the ordinary issues. But in this second 
period it is only rarely that we find on serrated coins types to which we can 
assign an astronomic significance, as for instance the coins bearing Selene, or 
Europa on a bull, denarii of the Volteian family. Hence we must conclude, 
that little by little, the Romans had forgotten the primitive meaning of the ser- 
rations, and had continued to strike pieces in that form simply because of the 
preference given them by the barbarous peoples, as we learn from Tacitus.’ 


I believe that it would be possible to offer a similar explanation to that 
given of the dots, for the rays which surround the central figure on a large 
number of the ancient coins of Magna Grecia. These are the coins charac- 
terized by the fact that one of the faces has the figures arranged in the form 
of across. And perhaps it might even be possible to find an astronomic 
meaning in a large number of archaic coins on which we find these dots, or 
rather a cordon, or circle, in the form of ‘“ grains” or small dots. Finally, 
when the theory which we have now advanced shall have been thoroughly 
and carefully studied, it will be time to examine the question whether by the 
side of the suggestions we have adduced in this paper, this theory may not 
also find a place; the ancients believed that the stars foretold the future ;° 
may we not find in this belief one explanation of the fact that cities founded 
under such and such an augury — born under such and such a star, as we say 
even now — had chosen those stars for the devices upon their coins? But 
the subject demands a careful study, and we must content ourselves for the 
present with having offered our theory for the consideration of numismatists 
in a general way, and with having, as we believe, justified it, by the examples 
cited. 


1 De Luynes, Ztudes numismatigues sur le culted’Hé notam, serratos bigatosque.” (They like the old money, 
cate, p. 56, note 1. so long known to them, serrated and bearing the device 

2 Beulé, Monnaies d’ Athomes, p. 23. of two chariot horses.) 

3 Catalogue of the British Museum, “ Thrace,” p. 182. 6 Moipidinr, rdons wolpns cnudvropes ovres; Orphica: 

4 Babelon, as cited. Hymn to the Stars, vii, 6. (The allotters of destiny, 

5 Germania: 5. “ Pecuniam veterem probant et diu being the masters of the fate of every man.) 
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THE MEDALS, JETONS, AND TOKENS ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE 
SCIENCE OF MEDICINE. 
BY DR. HORATIO R. STORER, NEWPORT, R. I. 
(Continued from Vol. XX1X, p. 48.) 
Several new pieces have come to my knowledge since April. 
V. THE UNITED STATES 
B.1. Medical Colleges 


I am at last enabled to give the following description. 

(142). Obdverse. Within a circle, a hand with flask feeding a suspended and 
lighted antique lamp. Above: ALERE FLAMMAM Below: INsTITUTED 1871. Inscrip- 
tion: ALUMNI ASSOCIATION . COLLEGE OF PHARMACY. | CITY OF NEW YORK. 

Reverse. Within laurel branches tied by ribbon: AWARDED | TO 

Bronze, white metal. 32. 50mm. 


In my collection. 
F. Pharmacists’ Tokens. 


884. Odverse. Within circle: « THIS +| WILL CURE | —+— | RHEUMATISM. | CARRY 
IT DAILY. | PRICE 50 CENTS | — + — | BY MAIL EVERYWHERE + | + * «+ | ADDRESS PAT- 
ENTEE. | * AGENTS WANTED ‘ Inscription : CHICAGO BURNED ocT. 8™: 1871 | * CHICAGO 
IN 1890 POPULATION 1.000.000 * 

Reverse. Within field, a socket and perforation for inserting a removable disk 
with name and key to calendar. Around this, in seven compartments, names of the 
months, and references to the key. Inscription : * THE WORLD'S SOUVENIR * SET YEARLY 
& TWICE LEAP YEAR 

Aluminum. 30. 48mm. 

In my collection. 


The Eisner and Mendelson Co. of New York have an attractive shell in silvered 
copper, of the mineral springs at Vichy, which I owe to Mr. Geo. W. Rode, of Pitts- 
burg. As there are several other tokens of the same health resort, they will be de- 
scribed together, under France. 


VI. GREAT BRITAIN. 


885. Dr. Erasmus Darwin (1731-1802), of Lichfield.’ 


Drs. George Fordyce and John Hunter, of London. 

886. Odverse. Similar to No. 641, but without the name upon truncation. 
Reverse. Also similar, save that in exergue there is merely LYC. MED. LOND. 
Gold. 26. 40mm. 


Conferred upon Dr. Sir Everard Home in 1787, and figured in his Prize Disserta- 
tion upon the Properties of Pus. Mr. Lyell has favored me with a copy of the en- 
graving. Dr. Weber suggests that the differences may have been from the fancy of 
its engraver, but as the publication was contemporary with the conferring of the 
medal, and under Home’s own supervision, such a variation would have been unlikely 
to be indicated did it not in reality exist. 

Dr. John Hunter, of London. 

I can now complete the description of the Royal College of Surgeons’ medal. 

(879). Obdverse. Bust, to left. Upon truncation: J.c. wyon F. Exergue: JoHn 
| HUNTER 


1 Wedgewood (blue and white). Oval. toox11z2mm. municated to me by Mr. A. H. Lyell, of London. 
By Flaxman, after a portrait by White of Derby. Com- 
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Reverse. Oak branches tied in wreath by ribbon. Inscription: COLLEGIAL TRI- 
FENNIAL PRIZE | MDCCCLXV 

Gold, bronze. 46. 72mm. 

Mr. Edward Trimmer, the Secretary, has sent me casts in wax. 


Dr. Edward Jenner, of Berkeley. 

748.) This I gave hesitatingly. Dr. Weber has kindly pursued the question at 
Dr. Brettauer’s suggestion, and has ascertained that it is in reality the John Fothergill 
nedal (No. 645) of the Medical Society of London, which was conferred in gold upon 
The special inscription indicated was either upon the rim of the medal, or 
upon the casket which contained it. If the latter, it is probable that the gold medal 
of the Society in the British Museum is the identical specimen, since but one or two 
in that metal were ever struck 


Jenner rhe s 
t 


Dr. Sir Theodore Turquet de Mayerne, of London 

In addition to No. 787, there is the following. 

887. Obverse. Clothed bust, with skull cap, slightly to left. Inscription on 
band : SIR " THEODORE ‘ DE * MAYERNE ‘ FOUNDER * MDCXXXIX 

Reverse. The arms, supporters and motto of the Guild. Inscription upon band: 
COMPANY ’ OF ° DISTILLERS OF * LONDON’ Below: 1852 Border, of “the fruits of 
the earth "’ used by distillers. 

Gold (hollow). Oval. g0x70mm. With loop. Designed by Mr. Chas. Worrall. 

The original medal is worn by the Master (fro tempore) of the Worshipful Com- 
pany. An electrotype is in the Guildhall Library Collection. I owe the description 
to Dr. F. P. Weber, of London. 


The regular sequence is now resumed. 


Mr. Thomas Smith (1807- ), L. R. C. S. E., of Edinburgh. Pharmacist. 
Founder of medals at Universities of Edinburgh and Glasgow. See Medical 
Colleges. 


Dr. Daniel Charles Solander (1736-1782), of London. Was Under Librarian at 
British Museum, and accompanied Capt. Cook in his first voyage around the world. 

888. Obverse. Head, to right. Beneath: Gc. L(jungberger). Behind, a branch 
of Solandra grandiflora. Inscription, in front and facing outwards : DANIEL SOLANDER. 

Reverse. JOSEPHO BANKS | EFFIGIEM AMICI | MERITO|D°‘D‘D‘|CL‘ETIOH* | 
ALSTROEMER 

Silver, bronze. 24. 37mm. Struck about 1784, at Gotheborg. 

Hildebrand, Minnespenningar, etc., 202; Rudolphi, p. 449, No. 621 ; Kluyskens, 
II, p. 462; /did., Cat., p. 108, No. 16; Duisburg, p. 224, DXCV; /did., Cat., p. 66, 
No. 763; Riippell, 1876, p. 80; Wroth, Mumis. Chronicle, 1886, p. 313. 

In my collection. Dr, Solander was a travelling companion as well as friend of 
Sir Joseph Banks, who is mentioned upon the reverse of the medal. 


Dr. Samuel Solly (1805-1871), of London. 

889. Odverse. Head, to left. Beneath: AFTER E. B. STEPHENS A. R. A. | J. S. & 
A.B. WYON Inscription: SAMUEL * SOLLY °F. R. S. 

Reverse. 1N ° MEMORY ‘ OF ‘SAMUEL ‘ SOLLY ‘F. R. S, SURGEON * TO * S? THOMAS’S * 
HOSPITAL-| (rosette) FOUNDED‘ A. D. 1873 (rosette) Within field: AWARDED | FOR 
EXCELLENCE | OF | SURGICAL REPORTS | To (here name of recipient.) 

Bronze. 44. 70mm. 

Cat. of Medals of Royal Society, No. 63; Storer, oc. cit., March, 1893, No. 2096. 


In my collection. 


Dr. Richard Steevens (1653-1710), of Dublin. Founder of Hospital. 
Commemorated by medal of Dr. J. W. Cusack, already described, No. 629. 
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Dr. John Struthers ( ), of Aberdeen. 
This medal, though announced, has not as yet been issued. 


Dr. William Stukeley (1681-1765), of London. 

890. Obdverse. Head, with oak wreath, to right. Inscription: REV * GVL * STVKE- 
LEY’ M‘'D.S R& AS (Fellowof the Royal and Antiquarian Societies.) Exergue: et 54 

Reverse. The Druid relics at Stonehenge. Exergue: op‘ MAR* 4°1765 | &: 84 

Bronze, within brass ring. 56. 88mm. 

Durand, p. 196, pl. XIV, fig. 3; Skaife, British medals, Proc. Manchester Num. 
Society, 1868, part VI, p. 128; Riippell, 1876, p. 77; Cat. of Medals of Royal Society, 
No. gl. 


Dr. Gerard Van Swieten (1700-1772), of Vienna. 
There exists an English medallion of S., which will be hereafter described under 
Austria. 


Dr. Thomas Sydenham (1624-1689), of London. 

891. Obdverse. Bust, to left, with flowing hair and bands. Beneath shoulder: 
MOLTEDO F. Inscription: THOMAS — SYDENHAM. 

Reverse. NATUS | WESTIMENSTRI | IN ANGLIA | AN. M.DC.XXIV. | OBIIT | AN. 
M.DC.LXXXIX. | — | SERIES NUMISMATICA | UNIVERSALIS VIRORUM ILLUSTRIUM | — | 
M.DCCC.XXVI, | DURAND EDIDIT 

Bronze. 26. 42mm. 

Kluykens, II, p. 483, fig.; /dzd., Cat., p. 96, No. 37; Duisburg, p. 217, DLXXIX; 
/bid., Cat., p. 84, No. 733; Hawkins, F. and G., p. 699, No. 101; Storer, /oc. cit., Nov., 
1888, No. 700; Weber, English Medals by Foreign Artists, p. 56, No. 176. 

Sydenham is also mentioned upon the two medals of Dr. Benjamin Rush, of 
Philadelphia, which have already been described, Nos. 123, 124. See also under Med- 
ical Colleges, Birmingham. 


Dr. Lawson Tait (1845- ), of Birmingham. 

892. Obverse. Bust, half facing to right. No inscription. 

Reverse. Armorial shield, surmounted by owl on coronet; upon shield, two 
smaller owls, with transverse bar bearing three knots. Beneath, upon a band: ciro 
ET CERTE Inscription, below: THIS MEDAL OF | LAWSON TAIT | WAS ENGRAVED | FROM 
r'HE LIFE | BY HIS FRIEND | JOSEPH MOORE | 1890 | — 

Bronze. 31. 48mm. 

In the Government (Lee) collection’ and my own. 


Dr. Sir John Taylor (1708-1767), of London. 

893. Odverse. Bust, to right, with decorations. Beneath shoulder: vESTNER 
Inscription: IOAN . TAYLOR . EQVES . MED. DOCT. IMP. REG. ET PRINC. PLVR. | OPHTHAL- 
MIATER PLV- | RIMARVMQ(VE). ACAD. SOC. 

Reverse. EN | VIRVM SCIENTIA | MEDICA INSIGNEM | TOTAQVE EUROPA | CELEBREM | 
NAT, NORWICH. IN ANGLIA | MDCCVIII D. XIII OCTOBR. | HORA XI MATVT. | QVI | COECIS 
INNVMERIS | RESTITVENDO | SE TOTVM | BONO PUBLICO | CONSECRAT 

Silver, tin. 26. 42mm. Struck in 1747. Very rare. 

Gaetani, II, p. 396, pl. 198, fig. 10; Rudolphi, p. 153, No. 636; Kluyskens, II, p. 
487; /bid., Cat., p. 96, No. 45; Duisburg, DLXXXIX; /did, Cat., p. 66, No. 757; 
Hawkins, F. and G., p. 636, No. 329. 

In the British Museum and the Brettauer collection. Lengnich in his Neue 
Nachrichten (II, p. 181) wrongly states that the medal is of the English poet, John 
Taylor, who died in 1654. 


Mr. Sergeant Thompson ( ), of London. Founder of the John Hunter 
medal at St. George’s Hospital, No. 732. 


1 I have again to acknowledge my obligation to De- of the Collection, who, for several years, has informed 
puty Surgeon-General J. S. Billings, U.S. A., Curator me of its accessions. 
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Sir William Thomson, Lord Kelvin (1824- ), of Glasgow. M. D. of Heidel- 


894. Obverse. Bust, to right, with gown or cloak. Upon truncation: (Miss) 
L(ydia). GAY. Inscription: WILLIAM BARON KELVIN OF LARG) (i. e. S) * 1894 ° 

Reverse. Nude female, seated to right, chiselling the word Inpustry. The Uni- 
versity of Glasgow in the distance. Beneath: L. GAY 94 

Bronze. 72. 114mm. 

Communicated to me by Dr. F. P. Weber, of London. 


Dr. Robert Bentley Todd (1809-1860), of London. 

895. Odverse. Bust, to left. Beneath: j. s. wyon sc. Inscription: ROBERT 
BENTLEY TODD M. D,. F. R. S. DIED 30 JAN. 1860 

Reverse. Elaborate arms ; motto upon shield: HONI. SOIT. QVI. MAL. Y. PENSE. 
Below : SANCTE ET SAPIENTER To right, beneath: j. s. wyon sc. Inscription: KING’s 
COLLEGE LONDON | FOR CLINICAL MEDICINE 

Bronze, white metal. 48. 75mm. 

Cat. of Medals of Royal Society, No. 48. 


In my collection. 


Mr. William Samuel Tuke (1856-1883), of London. 

896. Odverse. Bust, to left. Beneath, to right: j.s.& A.B. wyon Inscription: 
WILLIAM SAMUEL TUKE ‘ B. 2 OCT. 1856 D. 20 APR. 1883 

Reverse. Within laurel branches, tied by ribbon: PATHOLOGICAL | ANATOMY In- 
scription : UNIVERSITY COLLEGE | * LONDON * 

Silver, bronze. 28. 44mm. 

Memorial medal, founded by his father, Dr. D. Hack Tuke. In my collection. 


Dr. William Turton (1763-1835), of London. 

897. Obverse. Bust, to left. Upon truncation: T. wyon. F. Inscription: 
NELSON ET BRONTI VICTOR TRAFALGAR ET VICTIMA, PERIIT ET PERIIT. OCT, 21. 1805. 

Reverse. Within laureated circle, ships in line of battle. Inscription: MEMORI# 
CONSECRAVIT ‘GUL *TURTONM‘'D‘F‘L‘S, Exergue: ESTO PERPETUA. 

Silver. 28. 44mm. 

I have the description from Dr. F. P. Weber, of London. 


George Vaughan ( ), of London. Founder of Cheselden medal at St. 
Thomas’ Hospital. 


Sir Richard Wallace ( ), of Paris. Founder of Hertford British Hospital. 
See under France, Hospital Ambulances. 


Rev. Samuel Wilson Warneford (1758-1855), of London. Founder of hospital 
at Leamington, and of asylum for insane near Oxford. 

898. Odverse. A laurel wreath. Inscription: IN MEMORIAM SAMUELIS WILSON 
WARNEFORD LL.D. 

Reverse. The Arms of King’s College. By Wyon. 

Founded in 1835 by Rev. Dr. W., for the encouragement of the study of theology 
by the medical students of King’s College. I owe its description to Dr. Sir Wm. O. 
Priestley, of London. 


Dr. Hermann Weber (1823- ), of London. 

899. Odverse. Bust, facing and slightly to left. Over shoulder, at right : ALPHEE 
puBOIS | 1893 Inscription: HERMANN WEBER, M. D., F. R. C. P. LONDON 

Reverse. Within a garland of flowers, supported by seven nude dancing children, 
a bee-hive between rose branches. Below it, transversely, the staff of Aesculapius. 
Between them: @&TATIS ‘sua ‘LXx Upon lower edge, at left: F ‘ BOWCHER * F 

Silver, bronze. 18. 27mm. 

Weber, Num. Chronicle, July, 1894; /btd., English Medals by Foreign Artists, p. 
29, No. 84. 

In my collection, the gift of Dr. F. P. Weber. 





AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. 


goo. Obverse. As preceding. 

Reverse. Blank. 

Bronze. 18. 27mm. 

In my collection. The gift of Dr. F. P. Weber. 

go1. Obverse and reverse as the last but one. 

Bronze. 92. 145mm. The two faces cast together by Mr. James Moore, of 
Thames Ditton, Surrey. 

lbid., p. 29, No. 83. 

Communicated to me by Dr. Weber. 

go2. Obdverse. As preceding. 

Reverse. Blank, save: E. GRUET j** Fondeur Paris 

Bronze. 92. 145mm. 

Communicated to me by Dr. Weber. 

Dr. Francis Willis (1717-1807), of London. Physician to George III 

903. Obverse. Bust, to left, three-quarters facing. Beneath shoulder: c. 1. fol- 
lowed by serpent(?). Inscription: DocTOR — WILLIs. 

Reverse. BRITONS | REJOICE | YOUR KING'S | RESTORED | 1789. 

Silver, copper, bronzed lead, tin. 21. 35mm. 

Conder, p. 209, No. 60; Rudolphi, p. 170, No. 704; Kluyskens, II, p. 619; /d7d, 
p. 96, No. 48; Duisburg, p. 228, DCII; /ézd., Cat., p. 68, No. 783; Wroth, Num. 
Chronicle, 1886, p. 39; Atkins, p. 364, No. 44; Batty, I, p. 75, No. 1017 

In the Government (Lee) and Weber collections, and my own. 

Dr. William Hyde Wollaston (1766-1828), of London. 

904. Obverse. Bust, to left. Beneath: w. wyon. mint. Inscription: WoL- 
LASTON. 

Reverse. A wreath of oak and laurel. Field vacant for name of recipient. Ex- 
ergue : THE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 

Bronze. 29. 45mm. 


Kluyskens, Cat., p. 95, No. 29; Duisburg, Supplement I, p. 13. 

905. Dr. John Woodward (1665-1728), of Oxford. Prof. at Gresham College.’ 
Dr. Sir James Wylie (1768-1854), of St. Petersburg. 

As Dr. W. was the Court Physician of Russia, and his medal was cut there, it will 


be hereafter described in that connection. 
(To be continued.) 


THE SO-CALLED SEMI-MEDALLIC PROCLAMATION PIECES. 


I sHOULD like to know on what grounds cataloguers call a meda/ a coin, especially 
if there has been a series issued, more or less nearly the size of a legal piece of money. 
Where the value and some design is, by constituted authority, placed on a piece of 
stamped metal, we call it “coined money.”” I think on “ money” the value invariably 
accompanies the design. Is it not a misnomer, therefore, to call a piece of stamped 
metal commemorating some event, and without a value marked upon it, by the same 
name as we do coined money? There are a few pieces which may be designated as 
semi-medallic, ¢. g., Fonrobert’s 6,410 and 6,924; yet he and others call many pieces 
which have no indication of value, ‘‘ Proclamation fesos, tostones,” etc. If, as I believe, 
these names are inappropriate, let us discard them; if they are proper, I should like to 
know the reason why. Numismatic nomenclature should convey no erroneous im- 
pressions ; as we cannot see all (their) works, by their names ye shall know them. 

GUADALAJARA, MEXICO, June 12, 1895. J. W. BASTOW. 


1 Obverse, Bust to left ; beneath: Dr. Woodward; re- Flaxman. Communicated to me by Mr. A. H. Lyell, of 
verse, blank. Wedgewood. Oval. 75x 106mm. By London. 
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SOME OBSERVATIONS UPON THE COUNTERFEITING OF COINS 
AND MEDALS. 


read before the American Numismatic and Archaeological Society, of New 
h, 1895, by Lyman Haynes Low. Published by request. 


utset, I desire plainly and emphatically to record myself as unalterably 
opposed to all imitations of coins or medals, by any method whatever; and my con- 
victions of the pernicious results of such practices, together with the wish to enlighten 
those who have had less experience, have prompted me to choose the subject lines I 
have spoke! 

The topic affords a wide field for comment, and nothing should remain unknown 
or unsaid on the matter which can enlighten the student of Numismatics, and aid him 
in attaining the true point of view, or which can influence all who have to do with 
coins and medals in reaching a correct judgment and establishing a sound public 
opinion. But it is not my purpose to-night to go further than to probe, here and 
there, sufficiently I hope, to impress upon your minds the necessity of pausing to 
reflect upon some of the evils of the custom I attack. 

The counterfeiting of coins and medals has been practiced with more or less in- 
genuity, beldness and success, probably ever since the collecting of true pieces began. 
The knowledge of this is common and widespread ; but though the practice does not 
prevail to the extent which those who have merely a casual acquaintance with 
Numismatics believe, yet it has always been adequate to disturb in some degree the 
peace of the collector. The skill, and sometimes art, which has been displayed in 
producing counterfeits, together with the mode of placing them on the market, is so 
great, that it is of the highest importance to call upon all lovers of a true medallic art 
for a more serious consideration of the subject than it has yet received. 

What, then, are the motives that lead to the practice? First among them, no 
doubt, is the sordid one of personal gain —of profit to the maker, who successfully 
disposes of his productions at a price which he regards as remunerative, if approxi- 
mating in some degree to that which the original commands, for the greater number 
of pieces which will afford any return to the counterfeiter possess a value above that 
which attaches to those classed as scarce. But after all, the skill and enterprise 
shown have resulted, with rare exceptions, in a petty return, when measured with that 
which might have been attained had the same talent been devoted to other industries 
which have a higher moral standing. We must look, therefore, for the secret impulse 
of the issuer in even more contemptible motives—a love of deception for its own 
sake ; a self admiration for one’s abilities to deceive, mingled with contempt for his 
dupes, and a certain malicious pleasure as he wins a wide circulation for his mechan- 
ical achievements. In my judgment, it will be found that the latter motives are often 
hardly less controlling than the mere pursuit of gain. These, however reprehensible, 
have been strong enough to serve as incentives to those who have hitherto engaged 
in the business, which, from its “shady” nature, has, in general, been conducted 
surreptitiously. 

I will next refer to those who, combining scientific objects with amusement, have 
reproduced copies of rare medals and coins by electrotyping from originals. They 
began it may be, by providing for their own study, and then possibly for a friend’s 
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cabinet, a supply of the much coveted missing ones, merely to have “ representative 
pieces” (happy euphemism !) to fill the gaps in some series. Thus they would half- 
way cheat themselves! It is a hopeless effort, when one strives to comfort himself 
with the fond delusion— which no one knows so well as he, to be only a delusion — 
that he is viewing the complete, genuine series. The electrotyper loves to fancy how 
the originals would look —if he did but have them! Blinded by admiration for the 
precious and beautiful, he is willing, by his own work, or that which he has caused 
to be done for him, to gratify a questionable taste. 

We will not refuse these people the charity of believing that (in their pitiable 
weakness) they did not pause to properly weigh the subject in their minds, or appre- 
ciate the serious consequences of their folly; but the plain and simple truth is, that 
consciously or not, they are travelling in the same path with counterfeiters! For 
the work of either, in the hands of others, does not suggest discrimination, whether 
as to the maker or his principles. I claim that we should make no distinction between 
the two fabricators, however different the motive which actuated them. The moral 
aspect must not be overlooked. 

There may be, we will freely admit, no desire on the part of the accommodating 
electrotypers, or casters holding the same views, to deceive; but they do not consider 
how impossible it is that their pieces will always remain where they have placed 
them ; or, in other words, that the copies may change hands, and walk unsuspected 
into the field as companions and equals of genuine coins and medals. And the more 
pertect the copy, the more skillful the maker, the greater the danger. 

To those who have chosen as a business, whether occasional or regular, the 
supply of imitations by whatever method produced, I tender no word of sympathy, 
nor can I offer them a single crumb of comfort ; they have worked about all the injury 
the science has received. They are not Numismatists, nor do they merit the name in 
its most abbreviated sense. And how much better is he who knowingly possesses 
such a copy, or passes it to another with or without consideration, than the maker, 
whose supporter, it must be admitted, he clearly is. Has he not taken the same load 
upon his own shoulders, which has been shifted from one to another, along its crooked 
road from the starting point? 

It is a fact greatly to be regretted, that through the means to which I have 
referred, the whole world is flooded with these false pieces. All nationalities have 
contributed to the supply, and the results of their mischievous conceptions and labors 
are too often forced upon our attention and criticism. It is unfortunate that we have 
to contend with these active parasites, but coin collectors have not been selected to 
enjoy a free walk through this world of trouble. 

It is pleasant to be able to say that the presence of these so-called “ representa- 
tive pieces” among genuine coins and medals has become so repulsive to true col- 
lectors, that they are no longer knowingly admitted to their cabinets. If by chance 
they elude his vigilance, prompt ejection follows discovery. A single forgery puts a 
stain on the entire cabinet. It is like “the fly in the apothecary’s ointment.” But it 
is just here that all are not equal to the occasion, and the clever work often baffles 
detection for a time, even by those who make a study of these impositions ; something 
new in the way of process is continually appearing, and only “eternal vigilance” pen- 
etrates their disguise, arrests their further progress, and proclaims their fraudulent 
character. 
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We have frequent evidence of false pieces reposing in cabinets with a certain air 
of assurance, and even effrontery —as it seems to one who knows these frauds at 
sight —the property of owners who innocently believe them to be genuine. Rarely 
has a collection of any magnitude been placed on the market, which has not been 
found to contain more or less counterfeits, and generally purchased without suspicion 
of their true character It is unnecessary to allude to the pecuniary loss to owners 
which their detection represents; it is painful to note the chagrin of those who have 
treasured something false, after the realization of the fact that they have been basely 
deceived 

What collector is there who could display his trays to those following his own 
lines of study, or to others even temporarily interested, knowing they contained 
copies, without feeling some compunction at finding it necessary to apologize, — for con- 
science’ sake, —for the presence of the tainted substitutes? Has he ever really felt 
that the addition of such pieces has enhanced the value of his cabinet, viewed from 
any point whatever? I am certain I hear his frank and honest “NO!” in response. 

Who among us is prepared to acknowledge that, under any circumstances, he is 
willing to be deceived? Yet is there one who can truthfully affirm that, in the con- 
scious acceptance of a false piece, he does not lay himself open to the imputation ? 
Imaginations of wealth do not constitute riches, nor do fanciful pictures of it add 
value to our coffers. No really sane person will foster delusions, however pleasing. 

Many people have declined to collect, knowing the danger of being deceived by 
copies, and realizing the great experience which is requisite to qualify them to detect 
the frauds, and guard against their acceptance; while the ardor of some collectors has 
been so blighted by unfortunate transactions, that they have abandoned their much- 
loved pursuit. 

Casts have a rough surface which is most apparent in the field, being the imprint 
of the fine sand of the mould. The graver is brought into use to moderate these 
defects, but it leaves its trail around the parts which make up the type. The letters 
on casts are never sharply outlined; there is a gentle receding from their face or 
surface, to the field. Beware of an edge which does not correspond in all respects 
with other parts of the piece ; for instance, in uniformity of wear, of finish, and even 
of color. The presence of file marks, of indentations or hammering, continuous or 
otherwise, indicates treatment to cover those unfinishable parts, which reveal the 
mode of fraud. The production of a perfect edge is the greatest obstacle which those 
who reproduce by castings have to overcome ; the least perfection is here attained, 
however pains-taking and skillful the effort. The same difficulty meets the electro- 
typer. A band of solid metal is sometimes neatly fitted round the edge, to delude the 
eye searching for these defects. Such a band is often found adjusted to electrotypes, 
which otherwise show a seam around the centre of the edge,—look sharply for it! — 
made by sealing the two parts together. 

Some electrotypes are made with one side in cup-form, into which the other is 
fitted ; this makes a perfect edge, but still, the closing of the two sides can easily be 
traced around the entire border. These pass ordinary scrutiny most successfully. 
Sonorousness or ring is totally wanting in most electrotypes ; the finer or heavier ones 
have a certain tone, but never equal in clearness, quality, or power, to real pieces 
struck in the solid metal. Casts and electrotypes seldom meet the regulation weight 
or thickness of original planchets. 
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A common method to divert attention from the fatal evidence which inevitably 
betrays all bad pieces, is to mutilate them by piercing, or by plating them with bronze, 
silver or gold, either of which disguises, may have been placed upon them by the 
originator, or subsequently administered, by some equally unscrupulous owner, as an 
auxiliary. 

Plating needs further notice. This has been applied to current coins, and it is 
enough to mention two — the “ V nickel,” and the “Jubilee sixpence,” neither of which 
trouble us much as coin collectors; yet they serve to show how deceptive is the 
process when applied to accepted patterns of gold or silver coins which have been 
struck as trials in copper, and restrikes of others, in some metal inferior to the original. 
The value or rarity of either is not to be compared with the correct issues. The 
quarter dollar of 1827, and the dollars of 1851 and 1852 of our own coinage, are the 
most dangerous and noteworthy. 

Engraved and retouched pieces deserve equal attention. They achieve as great 
success in mystifying and deceiving as any of those which I have arraigned. Some- 
times such methods are employed to copy a rare variety, or to introduce a new one, or 
again to restore one. 

I will not attempt, even briefly, to note the career of the Paduan forgers, or the 
works of Becker and others (including our own Bolen, Edwards and Wyatt), who have 
attained an evil notoriety by their labors, or to cite examples. These we may call 
Numismatic Chattertons. Publications are accessible in our larger libraries which 
give the exploits of some of these skillful forgers in detail, and furnish the means by 
which their handiwork can be recognized. But this is not so generally known to 
collectors, nor are these works within the reach of all. One may have sufficient time 
and means to devote to collecting, while not a student of the books specially treating 
on this somewhat obscure branch, of which the number is not large, and these mostly 
rare. He may be isolated, and have no closer touch with his fellow-Numismatists 
than the mails afford him, — never having had the aid of one well versed in such 
matters to look through his trays, with an experienced eye, and comment upon the 
quality and general make-up of his collection. Let us protect all ! 

It will doubtless be claimed that, for the purposes of study, electrotypes are to 
be tolerated ; and to this, if positively perfect restrictions could be placed upon them, 
I might perhaps accede. But no system or method has ever appeared to me to be 
competent to control their production, or to give the general student a proper and 
sufficient safeguard. The nearest approach to this is the display we make in the 
sealed frames containing electrotypes, of either obverse or reverse, hanging about 
this room. But as age creeps over them, even these, through the vicissitudes of long 
life, will be defaced, or enter the state where resuscitation could not be complete, 
practical or satisfactory. Could we then be present, we should see their transfer to 
the old merchandise heap; we might even witness the endeavors of some one to 
match up those of a size (though imperfectly mated) to grace (?) his own or a neigh- 
bor’s cabinet. We should perhaps find another, with plausible story, bartering them 
out to the uninitiated ! 

An amusing instance was recently related to me, which I think will fully and 
satisfactorily illustrate the dangers of electrotyping, as practiced in its best and most 
perfect form, and the peril it involves. A gentleman in this city desired a copy of a 
rare original cast uniface medallion, in the possession of one who owns rich examples 
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of choice genuine pieces, and who is highly practiced in the exquisite methods of 
reproducing. He kindly consented to accommodate the applicant and friend ; but 
when he came to deliver his finished work, having the original and copy together, he 
was positively unable hitnself to discover the difference between them, so artfully had 
he performed his work. And, today, two gentlemen are in interesting wonder (one 
sorrowful) as to which of them holds the original ! 

The large number of apocryphal coins which have emanated from amateur 
coiners and private mints in Europe, during the past ten years, should receive the 
stamp of condemnation. I refer to pieces purporting to be regular issues of places 
in various parts of the world, some of them known to be without a coinage. The 
sole purpose of their designers is to dispose of them to collectors at a price. They 
are neither legitimate nor useful, and make unfaithful records of history. Liberia, 
Orange Free State, and Cape of Good Hope are sufficient to note as examples. We 
can hardly hope to have seen the end of such deceptions. Yet there are already too 
many in cabinets for collectors to meditate over, and compare their workmanship and 
general sameness in appearance, even to their bright, new and unimpaired condition. 
A “circulated”’ specimen would indeed be a curiosity. 

I cannot close without commenting on another class that is quite as dangerous, 
and which probably works greater injury than counterfeits, casts, copies or electro- 
types, inasmuch as they are sound pieces, and are in a sense correct, except in specific 
detail. “Alteration”’ is their name, and in no country does this fraud so frequently 
appear as among the coins of the United States and the cabinets of their collectors. 
Every rarity, beginning with the first coinage in 1793, and continuing to 1856, has 
been vigorously assaulted by some conscienceless workman. Occasionally some fairly 


deceitful execution is met, especially where the margin of profit has been sufficiently 
tempting. Skilled craftsmen have sometimes been secured, and what they have put 
out has been the means of materially reducing the spare change of some credulous or 
unsophisticated collector, or of others whose only numismatic attainment consists in 
a superficial knowledge of the great rarity of particular coins, and who are ever ready 
to appreciate and take home a “bargain.” 


When we have met a friend, and have become thoroughly familiar with his 
features, we are able to recognize the correctness of his likeness at sight, and to dis- 
cover without an effort the slightest defect or departure from exactness. This habit 
of mind is equally applicable to every alteration of date, etc., upon coins, and a faith- 
ful observation is sure to result in the detection of any attempt to deceive. None of 
these are so perfect as to pass the careful scrutiny of a trained eye. 

A shot at restrikes, and I am done. These are born of the same spirit which 
prompts the most abject contributors to all of the humbugs that beset us. They are 
but copies, and so closely allied to counterfeits that they should be considered and 
rated as nearly, if not quite, their comrades in baseness. The value of every rarity 
known to have been restruck has been impaired. The marks which some of them 
bear, as, for example, those from the French Mint since 1841, with the Director’s in- 
dividual symbol preceding the name of the metal on the edge, is one of the means by 
which we may identify those known to have been originally issued prior to this date. 
It is a system, (this plan of marking restrikes,) which might well be adopted by our 
National Mint and those of other countries. A far better rule would be to forbid the 
subsequent use of the dies. So long as seeds exist, we may justly expect further pro- 
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ducts. Let us then recognize them as dangerous keepsakes, and tolerate no halfway 
measures of cancellation ; actual destruction is the only method by which a lasting 
peace can be secured. Busy and deft hands are too often engaged in working down 
the edge at the points where the stamp appears, in order to remove the tell-tale 
mark; uniformity of edge is lost, but this unadjustable part is left to take its chances 
of escaping observation. An exact duplicate in color and finish of metal is difficult to 
produce, but the original may not be accessible for comparison. Rusted dies are an 
infallible witness of restrikes. 

Some cognizance should be taken of base imitations of ancient coins, chiefly 
silver, which jewellers have manufactured in recent years as ornaments, “ bangles,’ 
etc. They are totally devoid of all merit from an artistic point of view, but, by reason 
of their general resemblance to genuine pieces, they have occasionally made their way 
into coin accumulations, and, from their imperfections in legend and type, are, to some, 
unsolvable mysteries. In their construction an attempt is made to give a semblance 
of crudeness and antiquity to such pieces; but even here, to the experienced eye, 
there is utter failure. They do not conform in size or thickness of planchet, and they 
materially differ in quality of metal. Miniature coins, such as are today manufactured 
at Nuremberg, add their pitiful mite of imposition. 

All of these classes home under the same roof; they are closely related, and the 
entire brood is foul and mischievous. There should be no exception made between 
them when summing up the whole. They meet together at the finish, and should die 
at the same hot stake. 

I am sure, that from all standpoints, every one holds in utter contempt a count- 
erfeit of current money. Numismatists without exception should entertain the same 
view on reproductions of every coin and medal, and I heartily wish the United States 
Secret Service had equal supervision of both classes. 

Contemporary counterfeits, such for instance as those put out in the decline of 
the Roman Republic and in the early part of the Empire, do not come within the 
scope of my remarks this evening. They emanated from a different source, were 
issued with a purpose well understood, and are not without a proper place in history. 
This is particularly true in some of the ancient series, as I have intimated, down to 
the time when deceptions especially prepared for the unsuspecting collector were 
uttered. Plugged, restored, burnished and other like treatments of genuine pieces 
are turned to a commercial rating, and can never drop to the level of the false 
ones, 

In all these remarks my object has been to expose the means and methods of 
deception, and to induce every true lover of our favorite science to repel and dis- 
courage in all possible ways, the making or possession of copies or imitations, whether 
of coins or medals. As a Society with ‘“ Numismatics’’ inscribed upon our banner, it 
is fitting that we should take our place in the front rank in maintaining these senti- 
ments. Let us plant ourselves firmly then, and discountenance everything in the 
nature of a numismatic fraud or cheat. I claim that this is our duty and privilege ; 
and that the purity and dignity of the science demand it. Let us not hesitate to 
embrace the higher standard. Collectors and dealers generally, should join forces to 
work for this result. It is a contest for principle, and it may be that some makers 
and distributors will need to be urged to change their views; but when the true and 
elevating course is clearly opened before them, with the better results that will surely 
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follow, let us hope they will yield and undergo the reformation I have urged. With 
energy and persistence, converts and victory will be ours! 

Should we not make this end a common cause? Would it not add to the 
pleasures of the lovers of coin-study, deliver its votaries from disappointments, sus- 
picions and losses, beside giving room to the real and the true? However humble, 
unpretending, or inexpensive his cabinet, the owner would feel a serene consciousness 
that his pieces were genuine, and just what they represented themselves to be. His 
heart would be at rest. 

We can obtain ample illustrations for every essential study from the engravings 
and photographs contained in the many books that have been printed, and it is peril- 
ous to the science to create or maintain an intermediate ground between these and the 
originals. The border land was ever the favorite resort of the robber; and whether 
he came riding in knightly guise, with pennoned lance and plumed helm and blazoned 
shield, or, as the freebooter and rough rider, with ruder, but no less effective weapons, 
his object was the same — pillage from the innocent and defenceless, for his private gain. 
Away, then, with all counterfeits, by whatever name they may seek for toleration !* 

Perhaps you may think my remarks are too sweeping, and, it may be, over- 
forceful, but the offence is rank; it deserves vigorous treatment, and my assault on 
the wrong may have taken me a little beyond my text. But if my shafts have 
wounded any, was it not because the victim was, in a certain sense at least, an aider 
and abetter of a result which, though enticing at the outset, all must confess will 
end at last in deception and fraud, however fair the devious way which leads to 
destruction. 





NORTH SEA CANAL MEDALS. 


THe ceremonious opening of the North Sea Canal by the German Em- 
peror has been commemorated by striking a Medal, which bears on the obverse 
a portrait bust of Wilhelm II, in naval uniform, two-thirds facing, so far as the 
figure is concerned, but the face is shown in profile. Legend, wiLHELM I 
DEUTSCHER KAISER (William I], German Emperor). The reverse has a map 
of the region about the canal, the peninsula of Jutland occupying the centre 
of the field, with the canal across its base; lines shown the distances saved 
on various routes are also given. Legend, above, * NORD—OSTSEE KANAL * and 
below, completing the circle, BEGONNEN JUNI 1887. EROFFNET JUNI 1895 (North- 
east-Sea Canal, begun June, 1887 ; opened June, 1895.) On the rim, incused, 
KANAL~SEGENSMUENZE (Canal-Dedication Medal.) It is of silver, size 24 
nearly; it was struck in Berlin, and sold to the visitors to the ceremonies. 
About 5,000 were issued. 

The same parties who issued this Medal also coined a large number of 
others, with inscriptions in nine different languages, which were intended for 
the crews of the vessels of the various foreign men-of-war who took part in 
the inauguration festivities; the obverse of these bears a likeness of the 
ruler of the country in whose language they are inscribed. These were 
struck in bronze, and were of the same size as the preceding. 
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THE BOTETOURT MEDAL OF WILLIAM AND MARY COLLEGE. 


In his ‘‘ American Colonial History Illustrated by Contemporary Medals,” 
the late Mr. Betts mentions (No. 528, p. 234) certain Medals which were 
awarded to students in the College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, Va. 
These Medals were purchased annually, with the income of a gift to the Col- 
lege made by Lord Botetourt (Norborne Berkeley), but the award seems to 
have ceased when the Revolution began; the existence of these Medals has 
long been known, but their extreme rarity made it apparently impossible to 
obtain any description of them, and Mr. Betts came to the conclusion that 
they were probably engraved, although on account of the uncertainty as to 
this point, he did not exclude them from his list. 


The attention of the Editors has been called by Mr. W. S. Appleton to 
several notices of these Medals which have recently appeared in the * William 
and Mary Quarterly,” a magazine of the College where they were bestowed. 
From these articles we have compiled the following account and description 
of them. In the October issue (1894, p. 144), it is said that Lord Botetourt, 
when Governor, provided two gold medals, which were awarded for four years, 
as prizes for the students of the College. This statement apparently needs 


some qualification, for he died in 1770, two years before the first Medals were 
awarded, as the earliest account found says they were awarded in 1772; 
they were given again in 1773, '74, and '75, four years in all so far as has yet 
been discovered, when the custom was apparently discontinued, no doubt be- 
cause of the condition of public affairs. If they were given in his life-time, 
then the names of the recipients previous to 1772 are unknown; it is more 
probable that they were ‘‘ Foundation’ Medals, purchased by the income of a 
gift or bequest to the College by that popular young Governor, who died 
when but thirty-two, after holding his office only about two years. 

The Medals were given in two departments of study, viz. : — for excellence 
in mathematics, and in languages, according to one account, but according to 
a vote on the College Records, printed on page 270 of the April number of the 
Magazine quoted, “ for Philosophical Learning,” and “ for the encouragement 
of Classical Learning.” Those for excellence in the first department were 
awarded as follows : In 1772 to Nathanael Burwell ; in 1773 to David Stewart ; 
in 1774 to Joseph Eggleston, and in 1775 to Daniel White. The Classical 
Medal in 1772 to James Madison (afterwards President of the College and 
Bishop of Virginia) ; in 1773 to Samuel Shield; in 1774 to Walker Maury, 
and in 1775 to Thomas Evans. Of these eight Medals only two are known 
to have been preserved to the present time. Mr. P. L. Burwell (to whom the 
possession of the first one was erroneously attributed in the October number 
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terly) writes to its editor in the January number (p. 207), that he 

herit it, but that Col. Nathanael Burwell’s widow gave it to their 

th'l Burwell, of Carter’s Hall, when he was ‘a very small 

ter his death it became the property of Mr. George H. Burwell, 

car Millwood, Clarke Co., Va., who still has it. That given to 

Samuel Shield is mentioned in the Will (proved June 20, 1824) of his son, 
Col. Robert Shield, who requests his brother, the distinguished lawyer Henry 


Howard Shield, to keep it, and at his death to transfer it to any of his 


| 


(Robert's) sons then living, ‘so that it may be handed down to the male 
of our family so long as a just estimate shall be placed by them 

© merits and virtues of him on whom it was honorably, and I hope I 

worthily bestowed.’ ” 

» Rev. Samuel Shield, D. D., entered William and Mary in 1769, and 
the * Philosophy School” in 1771; the award was made to him by vote of the 
* President and Masters” July 29, 1773. He later became a clergyman, and 
was the minister of Drysdale Parish, in Caroline Co., and subsequently of 
‘York-Hampton,” and the adjoining ‘‘ Charles” parishes. He was, if we are 
not mistaken, a prominent candidate for the Bishopric of Virginia, against 
Dr. Madison, who received the “ Classical Medal” the year previous to that 
in which it was won by Dr. Shield. Some interesting notes on his life are 
given in the April Quarterly (p. 270). His Medal is now in the possession 
of the Misses Shield, of Hampton, daughters of Mallory Shield, Esq. 

An engraving of this Medal, copied from that last mentioned, is given on 
p. 270 of the Quarterly. The obverse has King William crowned, seated in 
a chair on a low dais at the right of the field, and facing left; he wears 
small-clothes and a short robe, which falls a little way through the arm of the 
chair; his left foot, extended, rests on the edge of the dais, and the knee of 
the right leg is shown, but the foot is wanting, giving a curious effect to the 
fivure; in the centre background stands Queen Mary facing, crowned, and in 
the costume of the period; her left hand rests on the back of the royal chair. 
Kneeling in front of the King at the left, and facing him, is the Rev. Dr. 
Blair, in scholastic robes, his head bare, and the ends of his long hair curling 
upward behind; with his right hand he receives the Charter from the King. 
Legend, GVL * ET MAR * TRADVNT BLARO CHART * COL * (William and Mary deliver 
the Charter of the College to Blair.) In exergue, in two lines, ANNO REGNI | 
evarto (In the fourth year of their reign.) This seems to fix the date of the 
Charter as 1692; conflicting dates have been given by different authorities. 
The reverse has a naked bust of George III, in profile to the right, with long, 
flowing hair. Legend, REGNANTE GEORGIO TERTIO MvsIs AMICO (George the 
Third, a friend to the Muses, reigning.) Below the decollation, in two lines, 
QU&SITVM MERITIS (Sought by the deserving.) The Medals were of gold; the 
size is not given, but was apparently about that of a Half Dollar. 
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“The Rev. Mr. John Camm” was President of the College when the 
award was made to Shield, and the two gentlemen were afterward brothers-in- 
law, having married sisters. 

The Rev. James Blair, who is represented as receiving the Charter, was a 
Scottish divine in the time of Charles II ; he was sent in 1685 as a Missionary 
to Virginia, and was the first President of the College. He died in 1743. 

Aside from the rarity of these Medals they have a special historic in- 
terest, being we believe the earliest awards for scholarship in the British 
colonies in America, though there were Academic Medals given in Lima, 
South America, in 1754. There is nothing in the engraving or description to 
lead us to suppose they were engraved, and we hope to be able later to de- 


termine this point with certainty. ee 


FURTHER NOTES ON SPANISH-AMERICAN SILVER COINS. 
the Editors of the American Fournal of Numismatics: 

My interest in Mexican numismatics has prompted me to make a few notes on 
and additions to that very interesting article in the April number for 1895, of the 
American Journal of Numismatics, entitled “ The Silver Coins and the Mints of Span- 
ish America,” including only those with the bust of the king. I make no pretensions 
to professional knowledge, but submit my remarks to those who have made a more 
extensive study of this subject, not as a critic, but in the hope of throwing additional 
light upon what is to many the most interesting numismatic history of the Americas, 
that of Mexico. As will be seen, my observations are altogether practical : —/¢. e 
from what I have on hand. 

In the communication referred to, paragraph numbered 1, pp. 104-5, I have the 
Eight, Four, Two, and Half-reals, 1790 of Carlos IV, thus: “ Carolus IIII” with head 
of Carlos III. 

Paragraph 3, p. 105. Bust of Fernando VII, on the Eight-reals of 1808. Lau- 
reated bust to right clothed in an antique cuirass, over which is a mantle fastened over 
the right shoulder and from beneath which shows a portion of the armor. The wreath 
is tied with a ribbon having a large bow with long flowing ends downwards and out- 
wards beyond the shoulder. The top of the head extends almost to outer line of 
legend, the lower portion of bust almost to inner line of legend: assayer, T. H- 

1808. The Half-real is of the same type, the head not reaching ‘quite so high. 

1809. The Eight, Four, Two, One, and Half-reals are the same type as 1808: 
assayer’s initials on the Four-reals, H+ ) - and on all the rest, T. H. 

1810. Full set, same type’ as 1808; assayer’s initials on the Eight, Four, Two, 
and Half-reals is H- J+; on the One, and Half-reals r- n. (there are two Half-reals). 

1811. The Eight, One, and Half-reals same type as 1808, initials nH. J. 

1812. Draped bust? to right, laureated, drapery fastened over right shoulder, no 
arm showing ; bow of ribbon much smaller than on 1808, one end flowing downward 
and inward, the other downward and outward to vertical line with shoulder ; the whole 


1 On the 1810 and 1811 the nose is slightly aquiline 2 Nose slightly aquiline but more bulbous at the 
which is not so on 1808 and 1809. point than on 1810 and 1811. 
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within inner margin of legend. Eight-reals, initials y- 5+ Half-real, type of 1808, 
initials He J. 

1813. General type as last, but head and bust much broader and massive, and 
the nose more bulbous. Eight-reals with initials}. j- Type of 1812, Eight and Two. 
reals with | - j.; Two-reals with T- H+ Type of 1808, Half-reals with }-j- and T- a+! 

The Eight-reals from 1814 to 1821, inclusive; the Two-reals of 1814, '15, '16,'17, 
‘19 and ‘21; the One-real of 1814, '16,'17, 19 and ’21; the Half-real of 1815 to 1821, 
inclusive, are all of type of 1812 with assayer’s initials of }-)-; a Half-real of 1815 
the first mentioned) with y+ |- 
which do not appear in your appendage on pp. I11 and 112: 


has type ol 1813 
I have the following 


> 
CARLOS III. 


Public mourning decreed in Mexico, March 17, 1789. 


One-real. Eight-reals. 
Four-reals. One-real. 
Eight-reals. Half-real. 


Died December 14, 1788. 


Four-reals 

Four-reals 

Half-real 
..One-real 


As to an issue in 1789 of Carlos III with his bust and inscription, I doubt it very 
much; if the Editors of the /ourna/ have seen or know of such on undoubted author- 
ity, that would settle the matter; if not, then your placing that date under Carlos III 
would be an error.*. The only probability in your favor is, that as Carlos III died on 
December 14, 1788, the news could not have reached Mexico before January 25, 
and probably not before February 15, at the earliest; although public mourning was 
decreed for March 17, it would require from six weeks to two months to carry the 
decree to distant parts of the country, so that the coinage of Half, Two and Four-reals, 
as given for that issue, must have taken place within the month of January, 1789, or 
at the most a few days later in February. Then again, although possible, it is not 
probable that the Half, Two and Four-reals would all have been coined within that 
short period. As I have seen or heard of nearly all the issues from the mint of Mexico 
have not heretofore known of this, I would like to have my doubts cleared up. 


an 


CARLOS IV, 





1789. Bust of Carlos III with inscription Carolus IV on full set (Eight, Four, 


Two, One and Half-reals). 
1790. With inscription Carolus IIIT. 
1790. Carlos 1V. One-real. 
another set with IV were struck. | 
Four-reals. 
Half-real. 


17Q2.++- 


[I have 


Four-reals. 
Two-reals. 


Eight, Four, One and Half-reals.’ 
no doubt that the full set with IIII and 


Two-reais 
Four-reals. 


The same punch was used for dies of the bust on the Eight-reals of 1788, ’89 


and 'go.* 

1 We understand Mr. Bastow here describes five dif- 
fering busts of the monarch, as used by the mint in the 
City of Mexico. We have little doubt one of these is 
identical with the bust given by Mr, Smith, but without 
the pieces before us we are unable to say which of 
them is the one mentioned by the latter. — Eps. 

2 The statement given in the April number was cor- 
rect; the record was made from pieces which passed 
under Mr. Low’s personal inspection. This record 
covers Four and Two-reals of 1789 with bust and title 
Charles III, mint master’s initials F. M. of the Mexico 
mint. Fonrobert also quotes Eight and Half-reals of 
Potosi mints (lots 9351 and 9352), and also an Eight- 
real of Lima mint (lot 8940). — Eps. 

3 By a slip of the pen, Dr. Bastow says above he has 


a Two-real — of this date, and does not mention the 


one ; while here the opposite is the case. We were un- 
able to call his attention to this discrepancy in time to 
correct it for this issue. We have reason to think 
that One and Two-reals corresponding to this descrip- 
tion exist. — Eps. 

4 By this we understand that the same punch used 
on the coins of Charles III in 1788 was used on some 
of those of his successors struck in 1789 and the earlier 
ones of 1790. This may perhaps be explained by sup- 
posing that the die-cutters had no portrait of Charles 

V to work from, when these were issued, and this 
would apply with equal force to the coins of the other 
Kings, when the bust of a deceased ruler was used for 
that of his successor. — Eps. 
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I have a note which says there are Four-reals of 1791 and 1793; my authority is 

not given, yet I think it reliable or I should not have recorded it. 
FERNANDO VII. 

1810 Four-reals. Two-reals. One-real. 

I hope hereafter to give you some information from the c*, p°, G*, G°, and z* 
mints, all of which have coined the bust type. The above remarks are confined solely 
to issues from the mint at Mexico. 

OTHER MINTS. 

I have never taken special interest in Central American or South American 
numismatics, nevertheless I /ad in my collection the following which do not appear in 
Mr. Low’s list, p. 111: — On these, as on his, the mint-mark for Potosi, is a mono- 
gram composed of the letters prsi; that for Lima is a combination of all the letters, 
and ° over s for Santiago, Chile. 

DATE MINT REALS. INITIALS DATE MINT REALS INITIALS 
1783 LIM# Four-reals, M. I. 1819 P Two-reals, M. F. 
1796 NG Eight-reals, M. (Head of Carlos IV.) 

1801 PTS! Two-reals, >. P. 1820 LIM# Two-reals, J. 
1807 PTSI  Four-reals, Py Js 1821 prst  Four-reals, P. 
i810 § Four-reals, =F 1821 NG Two-reals, M. 
1810 LIM# Four-reals, . P. 1823 PTs! Eight, Four, Two-reals, P. J. 
1812 LiM# Eight-reals, BP. 1823 LIM# One-real, LF: 
1813 LIM# Four-reals, » ? 

On the One-real, Lima, 1823, I read the initials J. p. as in your table, p. 111, and 
not J. R. as given on p. 113, but the last letter is very illegible. 

These notes, as will be observed, extend the period of T- H+ (Mexico mint) from 
1811 (in table on p. 111), to 1813, and give one year earlier, 1819, to M+ F+ at the 
“p” mint. J. W. BASTOW, 


p 
J 


MEDAL TO ADMIRAL BENHAM. 


In October last a gold Medal was presented to Admiral Andrew E. K. 
Benham, by the Union League of Philadelphia, as a testimonial of their 
appreciation of his conduct in upholding the honor of the American flag 
in the harbor of Rio Janeiro, May 8, 1894, during the recent Brazilian Revo- 
lution. The papers of October 5 gave a full account of the brilliant cere- 
monies of presentation, the speeches made by President Young and the 
Admiral’s reply. We have lately obtained a description of the Medal, which 
was made at the United States Mint, and give it below. The Medal has 
rarely been awarded, but among its recipients were Grant, Farragut, Worden, 
Meade, Sheridan, Porter, of the Army and Navy, Lincoln, Seward and Stanton, 
civic leaders; and John Bright, John Stuart Mill and Laboulaye, the last 
three in appreciation of their sympathy with the Union in the Civil War. 

The obverse has the national arms on a shield crossed by the motto gE 
PLURIBUS UNUM. 1776 at the left and 1863 at the right. Legend above, 
UNION LEAGUE and below, PHILADELPHIA Around the edge is a circle of stars. 
The reverse has the inscription, TO REAR ADMIRAL ANDREW E. K. BENHAM FOR 
VALOR AND PATRIOTISM. Around the edge, December 27, 1862. It is about 
the size of a dollar, and is worn attached by a ribbon of red, white and blue, 
to an ornamental clasp on which is the date, 1894. 
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MASONIC MEDALS. 


(Continued from Vol. xxix, page 93.) 


lhe following was omitted in its order in the last Journa/.] 


DCCCCLXXXVII.  Obverse, Device and legend as obverse of 
DCCLXXXV. Beehive with clasped hands and radiant triangle above. 
Reverse, Within a wreath of branches of acacia, open at the top and crossed 
at the bottom, the square and compasses inclosing the letter G. No legend. 
Copper. Size 14.' 

DCCCCXCIV. Obverse, Two right hands joined, extending across the 
centre of the field, within a border of dots; outside the border, at the left, 
a small square and compasses, and at the right, a six-pointed star formed by 
two equilateral triangles interlaced. Legend, above, HALTE TREUE and below, 
5863 | Hold the truth.| Reverse, Within a similar circle of dots, outside of 
which is a cable-tow with four knots and as many loops, a platform on which 
are two pillars surmounted by globes, with a chain suspended from the one 
globe to the other; at the bottom, partly concealing the platform, is the upper 
part of a sphere, marked with the lines of latitude and longitude, on which is 
R 2 above the Hebrew letters vau at the left, skzz below in the centre, and 
cheth at the right. These may be the corresponding initials of the German 
words Weishett, Schinhett and Krifte, Wisdom, Strength and Beauty. The 


rising sun appears above the hemisphere, and sheds its rays over the field. 
Size 


Copper and tin.’ 23. 

DCCCCXCV. Obverse, A planchet in the form of a six-pointed star, 
formed by two equilateral triangles; the points of the star terminate in small 
On the upper left point, s.°. ; .; and on that at the 
top, B...; on the upper right, G.*.; on the next below, u.’.; and on the bottom 
one, F.. | Initials of Sadzdurta, Fuirza, Belléza, Ginto, Union, Fraternidéd ; 
meaning, Wisdom, Strength, Beauty, Genius, Union, Fraternity.] | The tops 
of the letters on the upper three points are outward and on the lower three 
inward. On the centre are two concentric circles, the outer one extending to 
the angles of the star; between the circles is the legend, above, Los FIELES 
OBREROS D. L. and below, completing the circle, B* CALIFORNIA NO. 1. 1869. 
{The Faithful Workers of Lower California, No. 1.] | On the field of the 
circle are the square and compasses enclosing the letter G; surrounding them 
above, A.’. L.’. G.". p.". U.'. [To the glory of the Grand 
Architect of the Universe.] Reverse, Plain for engraving. A ring at the 


balls. on the lower, F.° 


p.*. G.*. and below, a.’. 


1 This is probably a “jeton de presence” of the 
Loge La Ruche Libre, (the Free Hive), Orient of 
Paris. The obverse is a reduced copy of the larger 


ter which I read vaw is not so distinct as it might be, and 
some have read it as da/efh, and others as resh. If 
either of these readings are correct, they disprove the 
The R 


in the text. has a cir- 


Medal, already described as above. 

2 In the Lawrence collection. This Medal is said 
to have been struck by a Lodge in Dresden, Germany. 
I have learned nothing of its origin. The Hebrew let- 


theory I have advance 
cumflex accent above it; the meaning of the name of 
the Lodge is perhaps as well expressed by “ Preserve 
fidelity ” to the Order. 
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150%. 


top by which the jewel was worn suspended bya ribbon of the Mexican 


.”7 


Size 33 
Obverse, A close wreath of oak (?) leaves, the stems 


National colors, red, white and green. Silver. nearly. Rare. 

DCCCCXCVI. 
crossing at the bottom; the junction of the leaves at the top is concealed by 
the head of the extended compasses, the points of which appear slightly out- 
side the wreath below; on the compasses is a graduated square, the ends of 
which touch the inner portion of the wreath; superimposed on the imple- 
ments is a rectangle, its centre removed, and a plumb-ball hanging from its 
upper side. On the rectangle at the top FIELES OBREROS; on each side, 1869, 
and on the lower side or bar, BajA CALIFORNIA | Faithful Workers, ete., as on 
the preceding.| On the junction of the stems is a small shield on which 30. 
Legend, on the wreath, Il.-. Dig... y Resp.’. [Ilustrious, Worthy and Wor- 
shipful.] The upper portion of the compasses is quite ornamental, and a 
ring is attached to the joint by which the jewel is suspended to a clasp, 
A.". [Ancient and Accepted Scottish 


Worn red 


on which are the letters R.*. E.. A’. 
Rite. | Plain. Silver. 
ribbon. 

DCCCCXCVII. Obverse, Two circular planchets, slightly convex, placed 
The obverse of that at the left has the Western hemisphere, 


Reverse, Size 29 nearly.’ with a 


side by side. 
the other shows the continents of the Eastern hemisphere |in outline on each 
planchet], the words AMERICA EUROPA and asta on their respective continents ; 
the planchets also bear the equator and circles dividing the zones ; a cable-tow 
with ends terminating in tassels and having seven knots, begins in Mexico, and 
passes over the North Pole; it then reappears in the Southern hemisphere, 
not far from the Antarctic circle on each planchet, and runs diagonally upward 
across each; that on the left terminating near the tropic of Cancer, and on 
the other near the Arctic circle, thus encircling the globe. Above these two 
planchets is a five-pointed star, its two lower points partly concealed by the 
hemispheres, and inscribed, in two lines on a smooth band, HUMANIDAD | N° 31 
[Humanity] the name and number of the Lodge, the second line incused ; 
the face of the star is roughened except the band. Below and between the 
globes are the square and compasses ; on the square at the left, or.*. pe, and 
at the right, Guaymas; a bar extends horizontally across the space between 
the implements, on which is 5631 Just above this bar appears the other 
tassel of the cable-tow. The inscriptions show date of foundation of the 
Lodge in the Orient of Guaymas. Reverse, Plain for engraving. Silver. 


1 This Lodge has its Orient at La Paz. The de- 
scription is from a rubbing of an impression in the 
cabinet of Dr. Bastow. 

2 This is struck from dies, and is classed by Mexi- 
can collectors among Medals, though properly a Lodge 
jewel; it was struck in Mazatlan about 1877, and su 
stituted for that last described. The number on the 
shield is that of the Lodge. It is said to be very rare, 


those issued being closely restricted to the member 
ship. I describe it from a rubbing of that in Dr. Bas- 
tow’s collection; he informs me that the number 1 (on 
the preceding), so often found on Mexican Masonics, 
there and elsewhere refers to the local number of the 
Lodge and not to its position on the Grand Lodge 
Register. 
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Size of hemispheres, 12 nearly; of star, 11, and length of arm of square, 
This jewel‘ is worn on a red ribbon with black border. 

DCCCCXCVIII. Obverse, An equilateral triangle in relief on the field, 
the points extending to the edge of the planchet, and bearing the inscription 
in four lines, AL | 1L.*. ¥ | DIG.*. H.*. | PERFECTO G BUSTAMENTE. Legend, La 
RESP.". LOG, SALOMON and below, completing the circle, N° 122 [The Worship- 
ful Lodge Solomon, to Illustrious and Worthy Brother Perfecto G, Busta- 
mente.| Reverse, A serpent entwined about the stem of a chalice, its head 
A N.*. @@ AL V.". H.’. Y.". GUEVARA and below, 
completing the circle, 1886 [I read this, ‘‘ He preserved to our Lodge its 
Master, Venerad/e, Brother Ygnacio Guevara.” | The legends and inscription 
are incused in the border, which is sunken. Gold. Size 21 nearly.’ 

DCCCCXCIX. Obverse, On the centre of a serrated planchet is the 
meridian sun surrounded by rays which fill the field except as concealed by 
the other devices ; the sun has a human face between the extended points of 
covering the lower portion of the compasses are two hemi- 
spheres, the celestial at the left, spangled with stars, and the terrestrial at the 
right, having the Western continent with the word AMERICA extending over 
it; a ribbon with ends floating upwards unites the two and appears below: it 
is inscribed resp...c on the left fold, cosmos N° 42 on the right, and or.’. 
MEXICO 5634 on the portion below [Worshipful Lodge Cosmos (Universe), 
No. 42, Orient of Mexico, 1874]. Reverse, Plain, for engraving. Silver. 
Size 25 nearly. <A loop and ring at the top, by which it was worn suspended 
by a ribbon of the national colors, red, white and green.’ 

M. 
the field. 


nearly g. 


erected above it. 


Legend, cons.°. 


the COMpasses ; 


Obverse, A flambeau or torch, erect and diffusing rays of light over 

Legend, separated from the field by two circular lines, R.*. E.’. 
RESP.". TALL.*. VERITAS N° 14 and below, completing the circle, % 
OR.*. DE VERACRUZ 9% | Worshipful Lodge Veritas (Truth), No. 14, Orient 


A.*. Ae 


of Vera Cruz, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite. ] 
Silver. Size 25. 


Reverse, Plain, for 
engraving. A loop at the top for a ribbon.‘ 

MI. Obverse, Clothed bust in profile to left of Prest. Diaz. Legend, 
SOB.". CONS.*. DE KAD.". PORFIRIO DIAZ and at the bottom, completing the circle, 
«n° 1.°. « |.Soderano Consejo de Kadosh, etc. Sovereign Council Kadosh, 
Porfirio Diaz, No. 1.] Reverse, The double-headed eagle of the Rite, hold- 


ing a sword in his talons, the hilt to 


1 I describe this ingenious jewel, which except for 
the reasons already given I should not include among 
Medals, from a full account sent me by Dr. Bastow, 
who writes that it is of one piece of metal and struck 
from dies. Guaymas is the seaport town of the State 
of Sonora, and the terminus of a branch of the Southern 
Pacific Railroad. The jewel is rare. The N of No is 


retrograde. 

> This Medal is probably unique. It has been de- 
scribed in Dr. Storer’s List of Medical Medals (No. 82), 
in the Journal, XXV, p. 40, from a drawing sent him by 


left, and a triangle enclosing 30 on his 


Dr. Bastow, of Guadalajara. It was presented by the 
Lodge Solomon, of that city, to Dr. Bustamente (Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge), in recognition of profes- 
sional services to their Wor. Master, Guevara, during 
an attack of yellow fever. The number is that of its 
precedence in the Grand Orient of Mexico. 

3 Described from a rubbing of an impression in Dr. 
Bastow’s collection, kindly furnished me. The C has 


a In Dr. Bastow’s collection. The emblem of the 
torch dispensing the light of truth needs no comment. 
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breast. Legend, sup.*. Cons.*. DE MEXICO and below, completing the circle, 
« 1890 « | Supremo Consejo, Supreme Council of Mexico, 1890. | 
doubtless other metals. Size 25.’ 

MII. Obverse, Above two right hands joined is a small, domed temple, 
with triangular pediment over the entrance; the field is surrounded by a 
wreath formed by two olive-branches, open at the top, with a five-pointed star 
between the tips of the branches, shedding its beams upon the field; their 
stems are crossed at the bottom behind a skull and cross-bones. 


Lead, and 


Legend, 


separated from the field by a circle, RESP. @ DE L. Y A. M. FRATERNIDAD N° 6 
and below, completing the circle, * OR. DE STA ANNA ACATLAN 1882 *® | Wor- 


shipful Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, Fraternity, No. 6, Orient of 
Santa Anna Acatlan, 1882. | 
to the edge; on its centre a circle with five short points extending outward 


Reverse, A five-pointed star, its points extending 


between the others, on which is the All-seeing eye in an equilateral triangle 
surrounded by rays filling the circle. On the upper point of the star are the 
square and compasses; on that at the left a gavel; on that at the right a 
trowel; on the lower left point c (for Czénzza, knowledge), and on the fifth 
v (for Virtid, virtue). 
are letters; Rk. on the left side of the upper point; v. on the right, and 1, F. 
and p. between the others, beginning at the left; these are the initials of 
Rectituid, Valor, Inteligéncia, ilantropia, and Prudéncia, which require no 
explanation ; the English words being nearly identical. Silver. Size 23.2 A 
broad loop at the top for a ribbon. v.14 


There is no legend, but in its place, near the edge, 


R. M 


To be continued. ] 


NOTES AND QUERIES. 
VARIETIES OF THE 
We have received an inquiry from W. P. B., of New York, relative to certain differences 
in the issues of the Twenty-Dollar gold coins of 1861, struck at the San Francisco and Phila- 
delphia Mints. On the former, the eagle is slightly larger than that on the latter; the letters 
are somewhat larger, and also the shield; the left wing of the eagle points between the 1 and 
& of UNITED, and the right points between the e and R of amerRICcA, while on the issue from the 
Philadelphia Mint the left wing points directly at & of UNITED and the right at a slight distance 
above the £ of AMERICA. The latter also shows rays below the circle of stars (which do not ap- 
pear on the other) above the eagle’s head, and the circle is somewhat smaller. 
other minute differences, obvious on comparison, but difficult to describe. 
We have to say in reply that while these differences have not been specially noted in any 
descriptions of the coin, so far as we remember, they have, we are informed, long been known 


TWENTY-DOLLAR GOLD PIECES 


There are 


1 This is described from a trial impression of the 
dies; I am indebted to Dr. Bastow for a rubbing. The 
figures of the date on reverse are very extended. The 
bust is that of President Diaz. The Medal is believed 
to be scarce. 

2 From an impression in the Bastow collection. 
The town belongs, says Dr. Bastow, to the Canton of 
Guadalajara, distant 30 miles south. The “Libre y 
Aceptddo” is a different organization from the 4 mtigua 


y Aceptido or Ancient and Accepted Rite; it was due 
to a division among the “chiefs” in Mexico, who re- 
senting the dictation of the latter body, created the 
“Free,” who acknowledged no supremacy over the 
State Grand Lodge as pertaining to the higher grades. 
It never attained great prominence. Whether this be 
the same body which struck DCLXXX,I know not, 
but there is a suggestive similarity in the form of the 
temple and the name of the Lodge on each. 
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to the few collectors who carry gold of this denomination in their cabinets, and if we are not 
mistaken, the two differing dies are both found (or others so closely resembling them that they 
are now held to be identical) in the San Francisco coinage of this date. These pieces are so 
rarely gathered by collectors, that it is difficult to find specimens to verify this statement; in- 
deed, scarcely any of the gold coinage, especially of the larger denominations, has been sought 
by collectors since the old type of the “ thirties’ was replaced, though the smaller denomina- 
tions of One and Three Dollars, now no longer struck, are not without interest to them. ‘There 
is evidently room for a more complete description of the types, varieties, and die-differences of 
our national issues in gold, than has yet appeared. Under the old system of engraving dies 
such differences constantly occurred, in al] the series, gold, silver, and copper, and was un- 
avoidable; but whatever the time spent in seeking for them, there would be little certainty 
that the end of the list would be reached. 


THE ATLANTA MEDAL 


Tne Director of the Mint has under consideration the design for the Atlanta Exposition 
Medal, which, it is stated, is to be struck at the United States Mint, Philadelphia. According 
to the accounts which have been printed in the newspapers, this Medal is to be of bronze, of 
the size of a quarter of a dollar. The design described as having been submitted shows on 
the obverse a bale of cotton on which is a phenix with outstretched wings. Under the bale 
appear the rays of the fire of 1865, with the year, and above is the date of the Exposition, 
i895. Legend, COrroN STATES AND INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION and below, ATLANTA, GA., U. S. 
A., SEPTEMBER 18,-DECEMBER 31, 1895. ‘The reverse has a portrait bust of the late Henry W. 
Grady, and the legend, OFFICIAL SOUVENIR MEDAL, 

There is nothing remarkable in the design of this Medal, but on the contrary it seems 
rather common-place for an Exposition prepared with so much labor, and the size is so small 
that the effect can only be a disappointment. ‘There is nothing to show the International 
character of the event, while the revival of the cotton industry after the war, which the Ex- 
position was planned to emphasize, is feebly set forth by the conventional emblem of the 
phenix. Probably the officials were hopeless of producing anything worthy of the occasion, 
ufiter the experience of the Columbian Fair authorities. 


THE MEDALS AND TOKENS OF RHODE ISLAND. 
[Read before the Newport Historical Society, 18 Feb., 1895.] 


SEVERAL years ago I was requested by the Newport Historical Society to prepare a me- 
dallic history of Rhode Island. The intervening time has been occupied in endeavoring to 
ascertain what pieces of the kind exist. A few may still have eluded me. The present must, 
therefore, be considered but as a preliminary list. I have, for reasons that will be apparent, 
included the Boston-Oregon medal, and those of Bishop Berkeley, Mr. Sears, Mr. Wharton, etc., 
that have place also upon other catalogues. My thanks are due to Messrs. Charles Gorton, S. 
S. Rider, and Dr. G. D. Hersey of Providence, George R. Drowne of Little Compton, W. S. 
Sisson of Portsmouth, and Ralph R. Barker, and the late Geo. C. Mason of Newport. 


H. R. STORER. 
I. COLONIAL PERIOD, PREVIOUS TO THE REVOLUTION. 


1636. Arrival from Massachusetts of Roger Williams. Medal struck in 1886. 
See No. 127. 

(1-4.) 1729-32. Residence at Newport of Rev. George Berkeley (1684-1753), 
Dean of Derry, Ireland, and afterwards Bishop of Cloyne. No medal of Berkeley 
has been struck in Rhode Island. There are four, however, that commemorate him, 
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and should accordingly be enumerated, as he exerted so important an influence upon 
the intellectual development of the State. (1) One of them,’ in pewter, extremely rare, 
is of St. Paul’s College, Bermuda, which was incorporated in 1726, three years pre- 
viously to Berkeley's coming to America. Apparently the only specimen in this 
country was brought by Mr. C. F. Allen of Denver College, formerly U. S. Vice- 
Consul at Bermuda, and given by him to Pres. Gilman of the University of California, 
at Berkeley, who in turn presented it to that institution, when leaving it for Johns 
Hopkins University. 
metal, were founded by Berkeley at Trinity College, Dublin, as a prize for Greek in 
1734, the dies being subsequently changed, in 1751 and 1867. 
tinguished from the medal of George, Ear] of Berkeley, 1666.* 

(5.) 1741. Newport Artillery Company. 
medal bears the date, though struck later. 
also No. 138. 


(2-4) The other medals,’ in gold, silver, bronze and white 
They are to be dis- 


The 
See 


Chartered the year indicated. 


Bronze. 28mm. With bar and pin. 


Il. PERIOD OF THE WAR FOR INDEPENDENCE. 


(6-8.) 1778-9. The Admiral Howe medal. Thereare three varieties :* a. With 
two clusters of laurel leaves united by a thunderbolt, under the flagship; 4. this space 
vacant, showing marks of the erasure; c. the void filled by the incused word “ vlugt- 
ende” (retreating), which also appears upon the obverse. 
Silver, copper, bronze, brass, lead, tin. 32mm. 


The last is exceedingly 


rare. a is in the collections of 


H. R. Drowne, N. Y., and Dr. Malcolm Storer, Boston; @ is in those of the Am. 
Num. and Arch. Society, and the U. S. Naval War College at Newport, and a cast of 
it in that of the Newport Historical Society ; a and 4 are in the G. R. Drowne, Sisson 


and Barker collections ; a and ¢ are in my own. 


(9.) 1781. Gen. Nathanael Greene (1742-86), of Coventry, R. I. Congressional 
medal.’ Struck in Paris. Gold, silver, bronze, lead. 55mm. The original (gold) is 
in the possession of Mr. W. Brenton Greene, of Newport. In bronze, it is in the 
Drowne, Sisson, and Barker collections. 

(10.) 1787. Samuel Brown, of Newport (subsequently a Boston merchant, but 
buried at Newport). Commemorated on the Boston-Oregon medal, upon the expedi- 
tion of the ships Columbia and Washington to the N. W. Coast. Capt. Robert Gray, 
of Tiverton, R. 1, though his name is not mentioned on the medal, was in charge of 


the Washington. Bronze, tin. 54mm. 
Surgeon Christopher A. Babcock ( 


In the Sisson collection, and my own. 


-1794), of the Continental Army, whose 


medal’ is considered by Marvin as probably the earliest American Masonic, was stated 


1 The Journal, VIII, p. 45; Storer, /éid., XXIV, p. 
57, No. 80; Betts, Historical Medals of America, 1894, 
p. 81, No. 159. 

_2 Hawkins, Franks and Grueber, Medallic L)lustra- 
tions of Eng. History, II, p. 514, No. 68, fig.; Frazer, 
The Medallists of Ireland and their work, Journa/ of 
Royal Hist.and Arch. Assoc. of Ireland, Jan., 1888, p. 
325. 
3 Grueber, Guide to the Exhibition,of English Medals, 
British Museum, 1891, p. 51, No. 254. 

4 Van Loon, Beschrijving van Nederlandsche Historie- 
Penningen, Suppl., Part VII, 1862, p- 127; Bushnell, 
Memoirs of Samuel Smith, a soldier of the Revolution, 
hg.; Weyl, Fonrobert Cat. (Nord-Amerika), No. 5128, 
a Anthon, the Journal, II, pp. 53, 80; Paine, /dd., 
Il, p. 80; Storer, Zbid., XXI, p. 13; Jbid., N. E. Notes 
and Queries, April, 1890, p. 42; Betts, /oc. cit., p. 255, 
Nos. 561-3. 


5 Snowden, Medallic Monuments of Washington in 
the Mint of the U.S., p. 68, No: 11; Wyatt, Memoirs 
of the Generals and Commodores, etc., 1848, 52-58, pl.; 
/bid., National Medals of America, 1854; the Journal, 
IX, p. 31; Appleton, /éid., p. 29; Fonrobert Cat., No. 
52395 Loubat, Medallic History of the U. S., p. 50, 
pl. XI; Betts, p. 597, No. 282; Prime, Coins, Medals, 
and Seals, 1861, pl. cii, fig. 3. 

6 The Journa/, VI, pp. 33, 63; /éid., VII, p. 7; Green, 
Lbid., N\, p. 34; Coin Collector’s Journal, Vi, p. 46; 
Mag. of Am. my V, 140; Porter, VW. £. Magazine, 
June, 1892, p. 472, fig.; Harper's Weekly, i4 May, 1892, 
P+ 477- 

7 Morris, Am. Freemason, B55 fig. of obv.; Marvin, 
the Journal, XI, p. 73, No. I]; /éid., Medals of the 
Masonic Fraternity, p. 14; Storer, Zhe Sanitarian, Feb. 
1890, p. 171, No. 1272; Jbid., the Journal, XXV, p. 93. 
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by Dr. Robert Morris to have died at Newport. I have ascertained, however, after 
prolonged correspondence, that it was at New London, Ct. The medal was besides 
engraved, and could not have been included in the present enumeration. 

In 1790, Joseph Mathewson of R. L., received a gold medal (value, $50) from a 
National Fair at Philadelphia, for ‘cheese equal to the best Cheshire.” It is said to 
be in the possession of his descendant, Mr. R. M. Mathewson, of Putnam, Ct. It 
also was engraved, and accordingly beyond these limits. 

The medal of the Order of the Cincinnati, which belongs by hereditary right 
to a number of R. I. gentlemen, is a national and not a State emblem. 

It has been thought that during the money stringency of the Revolution there 
was an issue of counterfeit British halfpence in northern Rhode Island. Mr. S. S. 
Rider, of Providence, has investigated the question for me, and ascertained that if 
such an issue occurred it was at Bungtown, now Barneysville, on Palmer’s River, 
in Swansea, which is and was then in Massachusetts, and therefore beyond the 
bounds of this list. The pieces are said to have circulated at their weight value, 
which was above that of the early copper cent. They were cast in sand from the 
regular English coinage of the time. 


Ill. PERIOD OF THE WAR OF 1812-14. 


(11.) 1813. Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry (1785-1819), U.S. N. Born at 
South Kingston, R. IL, and a resident of Newport. Congressional medal (Battle of 
Lake Erie)! Gold, silver, bronze. 62mm. In the Drowne, Sisson, and Barker col- 
lections, and my own. The present owner of the original in gold is unknown. One 
of the silver medals was conferred on Acting Surgeon Usher Parsons, U. S. N., of 
Providence, and is now in the possession of his nephew, Mr. Edwin Parsons, of N. Y. 


(12.) Medal to Perry from State of Pennsylvania.*? Gold, bronze. 60mm. In 
the Drowne and Sisson collections. The original in gold is owned by Mr. O. H. 


Perry, of Lowell, Mass. 


(13.) Medal with bust of Perry, from State of Pennsylvania to the Lake Erie 
survivors." Gold, bronze. 59mm. In the Sisson collection, and my own. The 


whereabouts of the gold medal is unknown. 


(14.) Medal to Perry from the State of Kentucky.‘ Gold, silver, bronze, brass. 
4omm. In the Sisson and Barker collections. The ownership of the original in gold 


is unknown 


(15.) Obverse. Crossed laurel branches above, crossed palm and laurel below. 
Between them; peRRY Reverse. Spread eagle to left, with shield, laurel and arrows, 
within a circle of fifteen stars. Brass. 17mm. Edge of obverse beaded. In my 
collection. Apparently exceedingly rare. 


(16.) Obverse. Head, to right. Beneath, and to left: perry Reverse. Blank 
White metal. Oval. 16x22mm._ In the Sisson and Barker collections. 
One of the silver Congressional medals for battle between the ships Hornet and 
Peacock was conferred on Acting Surgeon Charles Cotton, U. S. N., of Newport, 
1 Loubat, p. 176, pl. XXXII; Wyatt, Memoirs of 2 Fonrobert Cat., No. 4916. 


the Generals and Commodores, etc., 1848, p. 236-240, 3 /bid., No. 4917. 
plate. 4 The Journa/, Il, p. 96. 
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and is now in the possession of his son, Mr. William H. Cotton 


ber it. 
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I do not num- 


IV. PERIOD OF THE “HARD TIMES" OF 1833-37. 


(17.) 


1833. E. A. Hathaway token.’ Providence. Silver plated, copper. 28mm. 


In the Sisson collection, that of the Am. Num. and Arch. Society, and my own. 


(18.) W. A. Handy token.” 


1834. 


Providence. 


Silver plated, copper. 28mm, 


In the Sisson and Barker collections, those of the Am. Num. and Arch. Society, the 


Newport Historical Society, and my own. 


(19.) 1835. 


28mm. 


Clark & Anthony token.’ 
In the Sisson and Barker collections, those of the Am. Num. and Arch. 


Providence. Silver plated, copper. 


Society, and Mr. Geo. C. Arnold, of Providence, and my own. 


1837. 


muled with Providence tokens of later date. 


“East Boston, 1837" (reverse of “Maverick Coach” Boston token) 


See under “ War of the Rebellion.” 


V. PERIOD OF THE DORRITE INSURRECTION 


This occurred in 1842, and Mr. Thomas Wilson Dorr was convicted of high 


treason. 


(20.) 1842. 
27mm. In the Gorton collection. 


(21-34.) 


The Dorr medal (THE PEOPLE ARE SOVEREIGN etc.).* 


He was not, however, sentenced until 1844. 


White metal. 


1844. The R. I. Tammany (?) medal,’ with fourteen reverses: gunner, 


to right ; two pheasants ; greyhound ; three partridges ; setter dog and woodcock ; two 
dogs barking at tree; hunter and hounds; hare; stag; soldier, “V. T. Militia”; 
horseman, “ Boston Light Dragoon” ; eagle with anchor, shield, and seventeen stars ; 


eagle, “Fremont and Dayton”; “ War of 1861.” 


Copper, lead, brass. 28mm. A 


portion are in the Sisson and Barker collections, and all of them in my own. 


VI. PERIOD OF THE MEXICAN WAR (1846-48) AND UNTIL THE REBELLION. 


(35-) 
at Newport. Veterans’ medal.° 
shaped. 65x71mm. See also No. 38. 


(36.) 
Silver, bronze. 


(37-) 
and resident at Newport. 


port. 64mm." 


Bronze. 


1847. Washington Allston (1779-1843). 
By C. C. Wright. 


1848. Gilbert Charles Stuart (1756-1828). 
64mm.° 


1846. Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry (1795-1858), U.S. N. Born 
SCOTT | PERRY | TAYLOR 


Silver, copper. Shield 


At one time resident at New- 
In my collection. 


Born at Narragansett, R. I., 
In the collections of the Newport His- 


torical Society, the Redwood Library, the Sisson, Barker, and my own. 


1 Bushnell, Hist. Account, etc. (R. I. tokens, No. 1); 
Cogan, Cat. of Am. Store Cards, No. 159; Neumann, 
Beschreibung der bekanntesten Kupfermiinzen, No. 
21,890. 

2 Bushnell, No. 2; Cogan, No. 144; Neumann, No. 
21 


— No. 3; Cogan. No. 71; Neumann, No. 
4 The Journal, III, p. 61. 


2! 


5 Mr. Charles Gorton, of Providence, states that most 
of the above were struck by the R. I. wing of the 
Tammany Society during the Presidential (Polk and 
Dallas) campaign of 1844, and that the various animals 


upon the reverses had reference to the names borne by 
its “sachems” and “ braves,” who also wore various 
tails and feathers in their caps. The reverses of a later 
date would then have been combined with the original 
obverse of 1344. Mr. Marvin questions this explana- 
tion in the absence of direct reference upon the Medals 
to the special cult of the Tammany “Indian,” and as 
they all have as obverse the Arms of Rhode Island, 
with date 1844, he thinks that they are to be attributed 
to the mere fancy of some local medallist. 

6 Coin Collector's Fournal, V1, 1882, p. 156. 

7 Fonrobert Cat., No. 2929. 

8 /bid., No. 2931. 








ee eet oe 








3° AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. [Juty, 


(38.) 1854. Comm. M. C. Perry, U.S. N. Medal for Treaty with Japan, from 
merchants of Boston.’ Gold, bronze. 64mm. Locality of the original medal un- 
known. In the Sisson and Barker collections, and my own. See also No. 35. 


VII. PERIOD OF THE WAR OF THE REBELLION. 
1561 See No. 34. 
(39.) 1862. Major-Gen. Ambrose Everett Burnside (1824-81), U. S. A., of 
Bristol, R. I. Medal with names of battles? Bronze, white metal. 40mm. In the 
Drowne, Sisson, and Barker collections. See also under 1864, Providence tokens, 


Previous to the War, Gen. Burnside received a silver medal (obverse, Washing. 
ton, head to left, by Mitchell), which was inscribed “A. E. Burnside, New York, for 
Breech Loading Rifle, 1857." As it was engraved, I do not number this. 


(40.) 1863. Pohle token, Providence. Bronze, copper, lead. 22mm.° 


(To be continued. } 
a) 
OBITUARY. 


HERMANN GROTE. 


HERMANN Grote, the senior member of the Numismatic fraternity, who was 
born at Hanover, December 28, 1802, died in his native place on the 3d of March 
last, having thus passed his ninety-second birthday. He founded and was for a long 
time the owner and editor of the “ Blatter fiir Miinskunde,” a well-known numismatic 
periodical. He was prominent in the measures which led to the establishment of the 
Historical Society of Hanover, and was a frequent contributor of papers read at its 
meetings. His wide learning led to his appointment to an important position in the 
Royal Cabinet, where he remained until the death of the King, Ernest Augustus, 
when he resigned in order to give his whole time to his favorite studies,— Numis- 
matics and Heraldry, and his publications on these subjects were very numerous ; 
they are marked by careful research, and have placed his name among the highest 
authorities on these sciences. He also conducted the “ Mumtsmatisch-sphragistischer 
Anseiger"’ and the Blatter fiir Miinzfreunde.” His native city, in recognition of his 
merits, has given his name to one of its principal streets. 

FRANK JOHN JOSEPH. 

Tue death of Mr. Frank J. Josepn, of Toronto, Canada, occasioned by a railroad 
accident near that city on the 8th of February last, has removed from the circle of 
collectors a gentleman well known to many as an intelligent and indefatigable student 
of numismatics. His cabinet contained one of the finest series of British War Medals 
assembled on this side of the Atlantic, as well as a varied assortment of British, 
Canadian, United States and Ancient coins. Mr. Joseph was born in Toronto in 
1837, and previous to the Confederation of the Provinces practiced his profession of 
the law. For several years he had occupied a responsible post in the Province of 
Ontario, having served as one of the Law Clerks to the Legislature, and as Court 

1 Snowden, p. 113, No. 38; Griffis, M. C. Perry a 2 Fonrobert Cat., No. 5655. 


typical American naval officer, Boston, 1887, p. 387, fig. 3 The Journal, I, p. 54. 
of reverse. 





1895.] AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. 3! 


Registrar in the trial of contested election cases. A man of high scholastic attain- 
ments, he had compiled several legal handbooks and other works well known in his 
community. His leisure hours were enthusiastically devoted to his favorite science of 
coin-study, and his knowledge of the various Canadian issues and medallic tokens, of 
which his cabinet contained many choice specimens, was very extensive. His funeral 
was largely attended by the officers of the Province and his fellow-citizens, to whom he 
had endeared himself by his sterling worth, his talents and his kindly qualities. 


COUNT DE NAHUYS. 


We regret to learn of the death on the 17th instant, at Brussels, Belgium, of 
Count MAURIN DE Nanuys, the eminent antiquary and numismatist. He had held 
many important positions, among them that of Senior Secretary-general of the Inter- 
national Commission for a Uniform Coinage; he was an Honorary Member of the 
Italian Heraldic Institute, of the Archaeological Academy of Belgium, the Institute 
of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, and other bodies, including the Royal Numis- 
matic Society of Belgium, to which he was elected July 2, 1865. He had only reached 
his sixty-third year when his death occurred, but he had greatly distinguished himself 
by his learning, and won a multitude of friends by the graces of his character. He 
was interred in the family cemetery at St. Gilles. 


BOOK NOTICE. 


NuMISMATA LONDINENSIA. MEDALS STRUCK BY THE CORPORATION OF LONDON, TO 
COMMEMORATE IMPORTANT MUNICIPAL EVENTS FROM 1831 TO 1893. With descrip- 
tive notices by Charles Welch, F. S. A., Librarian to the Corporation of London. 
Prepared by authority of the Corporation of London, under the direction of the 
Library Committee. London, 1894. 


This is an interesting contribution to English Numismatics, published by Spink 
& Son, of Gracechurch Street, London. It has been an excellent custom of the 
Corporation of the City of London for more than sixty years past, to celebrate the 
completion of their most notable public works, and to commemorate events of civic or 
national importance, by striking an appropriate Medal. This Corporation has been 
almost alone, among governing bodies of the United Kingdom, in carrying out this 
excellent custom, which we wish might be adopted in America, to advance an art 
which has received too little encouragement here and abroad, for many years. The 
work describes twenty-six Medals, of which the first was that on the occasion of the 
opening of the “New London Bridge,” which was one of the notable events in the 
history of the city. Two other Medals were struck between 1831 and 1837, when the 
practice was neglected for a time, and from 1837 to 1862 only three were issued. 
From 1862 to 1870 the number was increased by three ; four followed in the next 
decade, and from 1880 to 1889 eight more appeared. Since 1890 four more have been 
added, including one to celebrate the opening of the Tower Bridge, which had not 
been completed when this volume appeared. Many of these (more than half, if we are 
not mistaken) were the work of various members of the well known Wyon family, 
whose high reputation as medallists is well sustained by the examples here described. 
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Other engravers are Wiener, of Brussels, who designed two; George G. Adams, who 
engraved the dies of four, Scharff, of Berlin, Bowcher, and others. In addition to a 
description of each Medal the work contains an account of the event which each 
commemorates, thus greatly increasing its value. 
The volume is a royal quarto of 166 pages, with 51 engravings, and the edition 
was limited to five hundred copies, of which only one hundred were offered for sale. 
M. 


EDITORIAL. 


Pt readers of the Jeurna/ who have followed the reasoning of the able and interesting 
discussion by Mons. Svoronos, concerning the significance of the “ star-types”” of ancient coins, 
now completed, must be convinced of the probable truth of his conclusions. The theories he 
has advanced with such skill and acuteness, and with so much learning and ability, commend 
themselves we believe to numismatists generally, and especially to European scholars, whose 


study of ancient Greek coins is prosecuted with much greater facility than is possible on this 
side the ocean, where our opportunities are comparatively limited. We have seen nothing pub- 
lished in opposition to these theories in foreign journals, and we have reason to believe that the 


more carefully they are studied the more completely will numismatists be convinced that the 
mystery which has so long enwrapped these remarkable devices is at length explained. We 


hope to print in our next issue a letter from a gentleman who has given some attention to the 
subject, on the knowledge of the stars and their influence, as found in Homer, which will form 
an interesting finale to the discussion. 


In a future number we shall print another paper by Mons. Svoronos, relating to certain 
local myths, examples of which are found on ancient coins, with especial reference to Ulysses 


and the coin-types of Mantinea. 


AMONG the most interesting periodicals which come to our table is the “ American Anti- 
quarian”’; its articles on the Prehistoric works of the American tribes, especially those at the 
West, and on Indian languages and customs, religious rites, etc., show a very careful study of 
the subjects of which they treat; much valuable information on the Mound-builders and their 
remains has also appeared in its pages, which have been freely illustrated with plans, views of 
the mounds, etc. The editor, Rev. Stephen D. Peet, of Good Hope, IIl., is a leading authority 
on the latter subject, and his interesting papers have been made the basis of an extensive work, 
which has been recently issued in two volumes, of about four hundred pages each, profusely 
illustrated. ‘The first volume is devoted to the ‘“‘ Mound-builders and their labors,” and the 
second to “ Animal effigies and emblematic mounds.” Students of the early period of Amer- 
ican history, discussed so fully in these volumes, can hardly afford to be without them, if they 
desire to keep in touch with the most recent discoveries, and the latest theories which have 
been deduced from the exploration of the mounds. 


Since the page containing an account of the North Sea Canal Medals was printed, we 
have received from Herr Adolf Weyl, of Berlin, descriptions of the various pieces issued on 
that event; the Medals were muled in numerous ways, and struck in all metals, silver, copper, 
bronzed, silver-plated and gilt, aluminum and white metal. The largest were go mm. in size, 
and there were numerous smaller sizes, down to 33. The entire list numbers 159; in the next 
number we shall give a few additional particulars. 


We have received too late for insertion in the present number some additional notes on 
Spanish American Coinage, from Mr. Sam. Smith, Jr., which we shall hope to give in our next 
number. 





